City of Blue Earth

PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES
Thursday, April 1, 2010 @ 4:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers/City Hall
Call to Order.

Zoning Administer Kathy Bailey called the meeting to order at 4:04
Roll Call.

Commissioners Neil Eckles, Kitty Fletcher, Bill Olson, Don Teems, John Gartzke and Dan Brod.   Dan Mensing resigned his position giving leaving a Vacant Planning Commission Board Member.
Zoning administrator Kathy Bailey noted that the Commissioners need to elect a Chair Person and a Vice Chair.  Those present asked that the election take place after the discussion and action has been completed for the Scott and Karen Busch Variance request.  
Old Business. 

There were no Old Business issues to discuss at this time.
New Business 
Zoning Administrator Kathy Bailey addressed the Variance request for a front yard setback  to for Scott Busch, 1029 Upper Valley Drive requests a 14 foot variance from the required 25-foot front yard setback to establish a 11 foot front yard located at 1029 Upper Valley Drive for the construction of a 14 foot garage addition. 
Kathy explained that this property is located in an R-2 Residential neighborhood.  Permitted uses in R-2 neighborhoods are single family homes with garages.   This home already as a garage attached that is being turned into living space.  The parcel is 85 foot by 110 feet. The front setback for a residential house is 30 feet, and the current front of the home is located 25 feet from the front property line.  The new addition will measure 14 feet by 14 feet 9 inches and the proposal is to use the same side building line for the addition.  All other setbacks meet regulation. 
 Kathy explained that the new garage remains in the line of sight with the rest of the structures in the neighborhood.  Kathy added that this structure would replace the garage (now living area) with a garage that extends toward the front property line by 14 feet leaving a front yard setback of 11 feet.  

Commissioner John Gartzke noted that there are very few lots in Blue Earth that are conforming.  John reminded those present that in the event more than 50% of the building is destroyed they would not be able to replace the building as it sets now.  

Kathy reported that notice was sent to all the surrounding neighbors informing them of the construction plans for the Bush’s.  None of the commissioners expressed any concerns or issues.  

Motion by Commissioner Gartzke, second by Commissioner Fletcher to approve the variance.  Scott questioned if the variance included the overhang and Kathy noted that it includes the foundation.  The motion passed unanimously. 
There was no tabled  Business at this time.
Other Business.

At this time Kathy Bailey addressed the election for Chair and Vice Chair. 

Neil Eckles moved to elect Kitty Fletcher.  Commissioner Fletcher declined and made a motion to appoint Dan Brod.  Commissioner Brod declined and noted that Don Teems is the current Vice Chair.  

Commissioner Fletcher made a motion to promote Don Teems as Chair, John Gartzke to Vice Chair.  The Motion was seconded by Bill Olson.  The motion passed unanimously.  
At this time Kathy Bailey asked the Commissioners for recommendations to replace Dan Mensing.  Neil Eckles recommended that the member be younger.   Additional discussion suggested the following names:

Amy Kiester, Angie Loge and Gwen Armon.  

Kitty Fletcher was willing to invite the above listed recommendations to a Planning Commission meeting so that they could observe first hand and hopefully help the respective candidates get a better idea if they would want to serve on the Planning Commission Board.  

The Commissioners discussed posting for the vacant position but felt comfortable with talking to the potential candidates at this time. 

Neil Eckles wanted to emphasis the lack of volunteerism and make everyone aware to the rewards not only to themselves but to the community they serve. 

Adjourn
Motion by Brod, second by Kitty to adjourn the meeting at 4:31 P.M.
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