CITY OF BLUE EARTH 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2010 @ 4:00 P.M. 

CITY HALL
Call to Order.

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 P.M.
Roll Call:
Vice Chair John Gartzke, Commissioners Neil Eckles, Bill Olson, Don Teems and John Huisman were present.  Staff present: Zoning Administrator Kathy Bailey.  Chair Don Teems and Commissioner Kitty Fletcher were absent.
Consideration of the Minutes of Thursday, April 1, 2010.  
Motion by Commissioner Bill Olson, second by Commissioner Neil Eckles approving the minutes from the Planning Commission Meeting of Thursday, April 1, 2010.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Old Business. 

There was no old business to discuss at this time.
New Business 

At this time Zoning Administrator Kathy Bailey addressed the Variance request of Jason S. and Robyn L. Olson, 310 East 2nd Street, Blue Earth.  Jason was present to answer questions regarding their request as follows:
The applicant requests a Variance to construct an oversize Garage (30 x 40ft.) in a residential district legally described as lots Four (4) & Five (5) in Block thirty six (36) as designated upon the recorded Plat of Blue Earth City (now the City of Blue Earth), Faribault County, Minnesota as designated upon the Plat of said Subdivision on file and of record of the Office of the Faribault County Recorder 

Zoning Administrator Kathy Bailey reported that this property is located in an R-1 Residential Neighborhood.  Permitted Uses in R-1 neighborhoods are single family homes with garages.

The parcels involved are both 60.4 x 143 feet, total parcel dimensions of 120.8 x 143.

Kathy explained that the house is located on Lot 4 and that the application is to place a 40 x 30 garage behind the house, primarily on Lot 4, with approximately 7 feet in Lot 5.   Kathy reported that the new garage is 1,200 square feet in area and Garages exceeding 1,024 square feet of gross area require a variance. In addition; Garages that open onto a public alley must be placed at least 20 foot from the alley.  Kathy explained that all setback requirements are being met by the application and the City has not received any testimony from noticed property owners regarding the application as submitted. 
Jason Olson responded yes in answer to Commissioner Gartzke questioned if the old garage was to be removed. 
Jason in answer Kathy questioned what the height of the new garage would be noted that the side walls will measure 9 foot but the roof pitch will not be any higher than any building on the block.  

Motion by Commissioner John Gartzke, second by Commissioner Neil Eckles to approve the variance request of Jason S. and Robyn L. Olson, 310 East 2nd Street to construct a 40x30 oversized garage.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Tabled Business.

Open Planning Commissioner Position.  There was no discussion at this time.
Other Business.

There was no other business to discuss at this time.
Adjourn
Motion by John Gartzke, second by Bill Olson to adjourn the meeting at 4:10 P.M.  

