CHAPTER|

NAME, BOUNDARIES, POWERS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS.

SECTION 1.01 NAME - The City of Blue Earth, in the County of Faribault, and State of
Minnesota, upon the taking effect of this Charter shall continueto beamunicipal corporation under
the name and style of the City of Blue Earth with the same corporate boundaries as now are or may
hereafter be established.

SECTION 1.02 POWERS - The City shall have al powers which it may now or hereafter be
possible for amunicipal corporation in this State to exercise in harmony with the constitution and
laws of this State and of the United States. It isthe intention of this Charter that every power which
the people of the City of Blue Earth might lawfully confer upon themselves, as a municipal
corporation, by specific enumeration in this Charter shall be deemed to have been so conferred by the
provisions of this section. This Charter shall be construed liberally in favor of the City and the
specific mention of particular powersin the Charter shall not be construed aslimiting in any way the
generality of the power herein sought to be conferred.

SECTION 1.03 WARD BOUNDARIES - The City of Blue Earth hereby is divided into three
wards. Said wards are described as follows:

(a) First Ward: All that portion of the City of Blue Earth lying West of the center line of
Main Street from the North corporate boundary to the center line of the Chicago and Northwestern
Railway main line; South of the center line of the Chicago and Northwestern Railway main lineto
Gorman Street; West of the center line of Gorman Street to Eighth Street, North of the center line of
Eighth Street to Holland Street, East of the center line of Holland Street to Seventh Street, North of
the center line of Seventh Street to the West corporate boundary.

(b) Second Ward: All that portion of the City of Blue Earth lying South of the center line of
Seventh Street from the West corporate boundary to the center line of Holland Street, West of the
center line of Holland Street to the center line of Eighth Street, South of the center line of Eighth
Street to Ramsey Street; and West of the center line of Ramsey Street to the South corporate
boundary.

(c) Third Ward: All those portions of the City of Blue Earth not included in Wards One and
Two.

The lines hereby established shall be construed as extended where the actual streets may
terminate short of the corporate boundaries. The ward lines herein established may, by a five
sevenths (5/7) vote of the members elect of the Council, be changed by ordinance asmay berequired
in the public interest to secure equitable representation. Such lines shall be changed whenever a
substantia deviation in the number of votersin any ward from that of the other wards shall occur.

In the event that the proper ward for any resident shall remain doubtful under the foregoing
provisions, the Council shall by resolution declare the occupants of the property involved residents
of theward which in their judgment is proper. Any ward may be divided in el ection precincts asthe
Council may by resolution determine.



SECTION 1.04 CHARTER A PUBLIC ACT - ThisCharter shall be apublic act and need not be
pleaded or proved in any case. It shall take effect from and after its adoption.



CHAPTERII

FORM OF GOVERNMENT, OFFICERS AND ORGANIZATIONS.

SECTION 2.01 FORM OF GOVERNMENT - The form of government established by this
Charter shall be known as the Mayor-Council Plan.

SECTION 2.02 ELECTIVE OFFICERS -The elective officers of the City of Blue Earth shall be
seven (7) members of the Council including the Mayor, and five (5) members of the Board of Public
Works. All shall bequalified voters of said City and in the case of Councilmembers, residents of the
ward from which elected. Two Councilmembers shall be elected from each ward.

All eective officers of the City of Blue Earth will serve terms of four (4) years.

Terms of the Mayor, Councilmembers and the Board of Public Works shall continue as
currently elected and el ections shall be held for the vacancies created by theexpiration of al termsin
the samemanner aspreviously elected. (Section 2.02 amended per Ordinance 03-13 dated 10-6-03.)

SECTION 2.03 THE MAYOR - The Mayor shall be the presiding officer of the Council. The
Mayor shall choose from the Council aVice Mayor who shall serve asMayor in case of the Mayor’'s
disability or absence from the City. Such appointment shall be for four (4) years and made at the
initial Council meeting following each election. The Mayor shall have a vote as a member of the
Council. The Mayor shall exercise all powers and perform all duties conferred and imposed upon
him or her by this Charter, the ordinances of the City, and the laws or the State. The Mayor shall be
recognized asthe official head of the City for all ceremonial purposes, by the Courtsfor the purpose
of serving civil process, and by the Governor for the purpose of martial law. The Mayor shall study
the operations of the City Government and shall report to the Council any neglect, dereliction of
duty, or waste on the part of any officer or department of the City. In time of public danger or
emergency the Mayor shall take command of the police, maintain order and enforcethelaw. In case
of a vacancy in the office of Mayor, the Vice Mayor shall act in such capacity. (Section 2.03
amended per Ordinance 03-13 dated 10-6-03.)

SECTION 2.04 SAL ARIES - The members of the Council, including the Mayor, shall bepaid at a
rate established by Resol ution of the Council prior to July 1 of an election year to be effectivefor the
Council members and the Mayor on January 1 of the year following such election. All other officers
and employees of the City shall receive such salaries and benefits as may be determined by the
Council.

SECTION 2.05CLERK-ADMINISTRATOR - The Clerk-Administrator shall be hired by the City
Council and shall serve at the will of the Council. The Clerk-Administrator shall serve as both the
statutory City Clerk and as the City Administrator. He or she shall be professionally qualified to
servein both such capacities. The Clerk-Administrator may nominate a Deputy City Clerk who shall
be confirmed by the Council.

The Clerk-Administrator shall be the Clerk of the City Council. The Clerk-Administrator



shall havethe care and custody of the corporate seal of said City and of all papers, instruments, files
and records of the City. The Clerk-Administrator shall prepare and sign all orders and warrantsand
keep such records and accounts as he or she shall be required to keep by this Charter or by the
Council. The Clerk-Administrator shall keep in permanent form minutes of al Council meetings
and shall haveall powers, rightsand privileges and perform al the dutiesimposed or granted by the
City Council, or by the Statutes of the State of Minnesota so far as applicable and except as herein
otherwise provided. All fees paid to the Clerk-Administrator shall be turned over by him or her toa
depository designated by the Council. The Clerk-Administrator shall be the chief administrative
officer of the City and all department heads shall report to him or her.

The Deputy City Clerk shall work asthe agent of the Clerk-Administrator and shall perform
any and all tasksthat the Clerk-Administrator deems necessary and proper. The Deputy City Clerk
shall serve at the will of the Council and shall have a salary as determined by the City Council.

In the absence of a Clerk-Administrator, the Council shall appoint an interim Clerk-
Administrator, or committee to exercise such authority until anew Clerk-Administrator is appointed.

Until a new Clerk-Administrator is appointed the Deputy City Clerk shall have all the statutory
powers of a City Clerk.

SECTION 2.06 OATH OF OFFICE - Every officer of the City, before entering upon the duties of
his or her office, shall take and subscribe an oath of office in substantially the following form:

“1 do solemnly swear or affirm to support the Constitution of the United States and or the
State of Minnesota and the Charter and ordinances of the City of Blue Earth, and to faithfully
discharge the duties devolving upon me as of the City of Blue Earth to the best of
my Judgment and ability.”

SECTION 2.07 OFFICIAL BOND - The Clerk-Administrator and such other officers and
employees of the City as designated by the Council, before entering upon the duties of their
respective offices, shall have acorporate surety bond for the benefit of the City in such sum as may
befixed by the Council asadditional security for thefaithful performancesor their respectiveofficia
duties and safe-keeping of the public funds. Such bonds shall be paid for and approved by the City
Council and shall be endorsed by the Mayor as having been so approved.



CHAPTER 11

CITY COUNCIL
ITSGENERAL POWERS AND PROCEDURE.

SECTION 3.01 CITY COUNCIL - The Mayor and Councilmembers shall constitute the City
Council al of whom are designated as The City Council. A majority of al the Councilmembers
elected shall constitute aquorum, but asmaller number may meet at the time of any regular meeting
and adjourn, and al businesstransacted at such later adjourned meeting shall havethe samevalidity
asif done at aregular meeting.

SECTION 3.02 MEETINGS - The City Council shall hold an organizational meeting on the same
date asthefirst Monday of the month of January that is not aholiday each year in January at five (5)
o’ clock p.m., and all other regular meetings shall be held as prescribed by the rules and resol utions of
the Council. The Mayor or any three (3) Councilmembers may call special meetings of the Council
by awritten notice of one day to each of the members, to be delivered personally or |eft at their usual
place of abode or business, which notice shall contain a statement of the business for which the
meeting is called; and no other business shall be transacted at such special meeting except such asis
designated in such notice. All Council meetings shall be open to the public except as authorized by
law. (Section 3.02 amended per Ordinance 09-01 dated 2-17-09.)

SECTION 3.03QUALIFICATION - All membersof the City Council shall be qualified voters of
the City of Blue Earth. The City Council shall determine the rules and regulations of its own
proceedings and have power to compel the attendance of absent members by fines or deduction of
compensation for failure to comply with attendance orders.

SECTION 3.04 REMOVAL - The City Council shall havethe power, by afive-sevenths (5/7) vote
of all its members, to remove from office any officer of the City, whether appointed by the Council
or elected by the people, but no officer elected by the people shall be removed except for cause, nor
unlessfirst furnished with a copy of the charge against him or her; nor until such person shall have
had reasonable opportunity to be heard in his or her own defense. Continued absence from the
meetings of the Council, in case of the Councilmembers, and neglect of duty in the case of the other
officers, unlessfor good reason, shall be good cause for removal. The City Council shall fix atime
and placefor thetrial of any officer against whom charges may be preferred, or which not less than
ten (10) days notice shall be given to the accused, and the accused shall have power to send for
persons and papers, and shall have power to compel the attendance or witnesses, and to hear and
determinethe case; and if such officer refuses or neglectsto appear and defend himself or herself, the
Council may declare the office vacant. Upon request of the accused, the Clerk-Administrator shall
issue subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum for service upon such persons as the accused may
request.

SECTION 3.05 PENALTIES- The City may declarethat the viol ation of any ordinancesisapenal



offense and prescribe penaltiestherefore. No such penalty shall exceed the maximum penaltiesthat
state law allows amunicipality to impose. The costs of prosecution may be added to any violation
proceeding.

SECTION 3.06 RULES - The Council shall determine its own rules and order of business. All
ordinances shall be enacted by roll call vote and any member of the Council may ask for aroll call on
any resolution or motion. Any ordinance may be enacted by majority vote except as otherwise
provided herein.

SECTION 3.07 PROCEDURE OF ORDINANCES - The style of al ordinances shall be: “The
City Council of the City of Blue Earth do ordain asfollows:”. Every ordinance shall besigned by the
Mayor or two members of the Council and attested by the Clerk-Administrator. It shall be published
at least once in the official newspaper.

SECTION 3.08 REVISION AND CODIFICATION OF ORDINANCES- The City may revise,
rearrange and codify its ordinances with such additions and del etions as may be deemed necessary by
the Council. Such ordinance code shall be published in electronic, book, pamphlet or continuously
revised |oosel eaf form and written copies shall be made available by the Council at the office of the
Clerk-Administrator for general distribution to the public free or at areasonable charge. A current
copy of the City Code shall aso be kept at the County Law Library. Publication of such code shall
be asufficient publication of any ordinance provision not previously published. A noticethat copies
or the codification are available at the office of the Clerk-Administrator shall be published in the
official newspaper for at least two successive weeks.

SECTION 3.09EFFECTIVE DATE OF RESOLUTIONSAND ORDINANCES- A Resolution
shall take effect upon its passage and adoption by the City Council of the City of Blue Earth unlessa
specific later date is provided in said resolution. All ordinances shall become effective after their
passage and publication as provided in this Charter.



CHAPTER IV

ELECTIONS.

SECTION 4.01 QUALIFICATIONS- All elected officers shall be qualified voters of the district
from which elected. All officers shall hold office until their successors are elected and qualified.

SECTION 4.02MANNER OF HOLDING GENERAL OR SPECIAL ELECTIONS- All City
elections shall be held and conducted in the same manner and under the same penalties as required
by the general laws of the State regarding elections and the same notice shall be given.

SECTION 4.03 DATE OF ELECTIONS - All municipal €elections shall be held on the first
Tuesday following the first Monday in November in each even numbered year.

When any elections shall be closed, the Judges shall make returns thereof to the Clerk-
Administrator within twenty-four (24) hours after such election in the same manner as provided by
law for the return of State and County officers to the County Auditor; and within one (1) day
thereafter the City Council shall meet and canvas the returns thereof and declare the result as it
appears from such returns, and the Clerk-Administrator shall forthwith give notice to the persons
elected of their respective elections.

SECTION 4.04 SPECIAL ELECTIONS- The City Council may at any time by resolution order a
special election of the voters of the City and provide for holding the same. The purpose or purposes
of such specia election shall be clearly stated in such resolution and no other matter shall be
submitted at such special election. Advisory electionsmay be held if the Council shall so determine.

SECTION 4.05VACANCY IN OFFICE OF MAY OR - Whenever avacancy shal in any manner
occur in the office of Mayor less than six (6) months before the expiration of the term for which he
or she was elected, such vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term by the Vice Mayor.
Whenever avacancy shall in any manner occur in the office of Mayor six (6) months or more before
the expiration of hisor her term of office, such vacancy shall befilled by special € ectionwhich shall
within ten (10) days following such vacancy be ordered by the City Council to be held at asearly a
date as possible.

SECTION 4.06 FAILURE TO ELECT - Should there be, in a case not otherwise provided for
under this Charter, a failure to elect any elective officer except the Mayor for whose election
provision is made under this Charter, the City Council shall appoint such officer asin case of a
vacancy.

In the case of any elective office, except that of Mayor being vacant by reason of removal,
disgualification under the provisions of this Charter, death or for any other reason, the City Council
shall appoint asuccessor to fill such office until the next regular municipal eection, at whichtimean
election shall be held to fill the balance of said term.



CHAPTER YV

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL.

SECTION 5.01 POWERSRESERVED BY THE PEOPLE - The peopleof the City of Blue Earth
reserve to themselves the power, in accordance with the provisions of this Charter, to initiate and
adopt any ordinance except an ordinance appropriating money or authorizing the levy of taxes, to
reguire such an ordinance when passed by the Council to be referred to the voters for approval or
disapproval, and to recall elected public officias. These powers shall be called the initiative, the
referendum and the recall, respectively.

SECTION 5.02 EXPENDITURES BY PETITIONERS - No member of any initiative,
referendum, or recall committee, no circulator of signature paper, and no signer of any such paper, or
any other person, shall accept or offer any reward, pecuniary or otherwise, for service rendered in
connection with the circul ation thereof, but thisshall not prevent the committee from paying for legal
advice and from incurring an expense not to exceed $500.00 for stationery, copying, printing, and
notaries fees. Any violation of the provisions of this section is a misdemeanor.

SECTION 5.03 FURTHER REGULATIONS - The Council may provide by ordinance such
further regulationsfor theinitiative, referendum, and recall, not inconsistent with this Charter, asit
deems necessary.

SECTION 5.04 INITIATION OF MEASURES - Any five (5) quaified voters may form
themselves into a committee for the initiation of any ordinance except as provided in Sec.5.01.
Before circulating any petition they shall file a verified copy of their proposed ordinance with the
Clerk-Administrator together with their names and addresses as members of such committee. They
shall also attach a verified copy of the proposed ordinance to each of the signature papers herein
described, together with their names and addresses as sponsors therefore.

SECTION 5.05 FORM OF PETITION AND OF SIGNATURE PAPERS - The petition for the
adoption of any ordinance shall consist of the ordinance, together with all the signature papers and
affidavits thereto attached. Such petition shall not be complete unless signed by a number of
qualified votersequal to at |east the greater of two hundred fifty (250) qualified voters or ten percent
(10%) of the total number of votes cast at the last preceding regular municipa election. All the
signatures need not be on one signature paper, but the circulator of every such paper shall make an
affidavit that each signature appended to the paper isthe genuine signature of the person whose name
it purports to be. Each signature paper shall be in substantially the following form:

I nitiative Petition

Proposing an ordinance to (stating the purpose of ordinance), a copy of
which ordinance is hereto attached. This ordinance is sponsored by the following committee of




qgualified voters:
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The undersigned qualified voters, understanding the terms and the nature of the ordinance
hereto attached, petition the Council for its submission to the qualified voters for their approval.

Name Address
1.
2.
3.
At theend of thelist of signatures shall be appended the affidavit of the circulator mentioned
above.

SECTION5.06 FILING OF PETITIONSAND ACTION THEREON - All the signature papers
shall befiled in the office of the Clerk-Administrator as one instrument. Within five (5) days after
the filing of the petition, the Clerk-Administrator shall ascertain by examination the number of
qualified voters whose signatures are appended thereto and whether this number is at least the
requisite number of qualified voters who cast their votes at the last preceding regular municipal
election. If the Clerk-Administrator findsthe petition insufficient or irregular, he or sheshall at once
notify one or more of the committee of sponsors of that fact, certifying the reasons for his or her
finding. The committee shall then be given ten (10) daysinwhichto file additional signature papers
and to correct the petition in any other particulars. If a the end of that period the petitionisfound to
be still insufficient or irregular, the Clerk-Administrator shall file it in his or her office and shall
notify each member of the committee of that fact. The final finding of the insufficiency or
irregularity of a petition shall not prejudice the filing of a new petition for the same purpose, not
shall it prevent the Council from referring the ordinance to the voters at the next regular or any
special election at its option.

SECTION 5.07 ACTION OF COUNCIL ON PETITION - When the petition is found to be
sufficient, the Clerk-Administrator shall so certify to the Council at its next meeting, stating the
number of petitioners and the percentage of the total number of qualified voters which they
constitute, and the Council shall at once read the ordinance and refer it to an appropriate committee,
which may be a committee of the whole. The committee or Council shall thereupon provide for
public hearings upon the ordinance, after the holding of which the ordinance shall befinally acted
upon by the Council not later than sixty-five (65) days after the date upon which it was submitted to



the Council by the Clerk-Administrator. If the Council failsto passthe proposed ordinance, or passes
it in aform different from that set forth in the petition and unsatisfactory to the petitioners, the
proposed ordinance shall be submitted by the Council to the vote of the qualified voters at the next
regular municipal eection; but if the number of signers of the petition isequal to the greater of three
hundred seventy five (375) qualified votersor fifteen percent (15%) of the total number of qualified
votersvoting at the last regular municipal e ection, the Council shall call aspecial election upon the
measure. Such specia eection shall be held not less than thirty (30) nor more than forty-five (45)
days from date of final action on the ordinance by the Council or after the expiration of sixty-five
(65) days from the date of submission to the Council when there has been no final action; but if a
regular election is to occur within three (3) months, the Council may submit the ordinance at that
election. If the Council passesthe proposed ordinance with amendments and at |east four/fifths (4/5)
of the Committee of Petitioners do not express their dissatisfaction with such amended form by a
statement filed with the Clerk-Administrator within ten (10) days of the passage thereof by the
Council, the ordinance need not be submitted to the voters.

SECTIONS.08INITIATIVE BALLOTS- Theballots used when voting upon any such proposed
ordinance shall state the substance of the ordinance and shall give the qualified voters the
opportunity to vote either "yes' or "no" on the question of adoption. If a mgjority of the qualified
votersvoting on any such ordinancevotein favor of it, it shall thereupon become an ordinance of the
City. Any number of proposed ordinances may be voted upon at the same el ection but the voter shall
be alowed to vote for or against each separately. In case of inconsistency between two initiated
ordinances approved at one el ection, the one approved by the higher percentage of qualified voters
voting on the question shall prevail to the extent of the inconsistency.

SECTIONS5.09INITIATION OF CHARTER AMENDMENTS- Nothinginthis Charter shall be
construed as in any way affecting the right of the voters under the constitution and statutes of
Minnesota to propose amendments to this Charter.

SECTION 5.10 THE REFERENDUM - If prior to the date when an ordinance takes effect a
petition signed by qualified voters of the City equal in number to the greater of two hundred fifty
(250) qualified voters or ten percent (10%) of thetotal vote at the last regular municipal electionis
filed with the Clerk-Administrator, requesting that any such ordinance be repealed or be submitted to
avote of the qualified voters, the ordinance shall thereby be prevented from going into operation.
The Council shall thereupon reconsider the ordinance at its next regular meeting, and either repedl it
or by aye and no vote re-affirm its adherence to the ordinance as passed. In thelatter case the Council
shall immediately order a special election to be held thereon, or submit the ordinance at the next
regular municipal e ection, pending which the ordinance shall remain suspended. If amajority of the
qualified voters voting thereon is opposed to the ordinance, it shall not become effective; but if a
majority of the qualified voters voting thereon favors the ordinance, it shall go into effect
immediately or on the date therein specified.

SECTION 5.11 REFERENDUM PETITIONS- Therequirementslaid downin Sections5.04 and
5.05 above as to the formation of committees for the initiation of ordinances and as to the form of



petitions and signature papers shall apply to the referendum asfar as possible, but with such verba
changes as may be necessary. A referendum shall read as follows:

Referendum Petition:

Proposing the repeal of an ordinance to (stating the purpose of the
ordinance), a copy of which ordinance is hereto attached. the proposed reped is sponsored by the
following committee of qualified voters:

Name Address

agprwWdbPRE

The undersigned petitioners, understanding the nature of the ordinance hereto attached and
believing it to be detrimenta to the welfare of the City, petition the Council for its submissionto a
vote of the qualified voters for their approval or disapproval.

Name Address

1
2.
3

SECTION 5.12 REFERENDUM BALLOTS- The ballots used in any referendum el ection shall
conform to the rules laid down in Section 5.08 of this Charter for initiative ballots.

SECTION 5.13 THE RECALL - Any five (5) qudlified voters may form themselves into
committee for the purpose of bringing about the recall of any elected officia including City
Councilmembersand Board of Public Works membersof the City. The committee shall certify tothe
Clerk-Administrator the name of the official whose removal issought, astatement of the groundsfor
removal in not more than two hundred fifty (250) words, and their intention to bring about thisrecall.
A copy of thiscertificate shall be attached to each signature paper and no signature paper shall be put
into circulation previousto such certification. The Petition shall require the greater of two hundred
fifty (250) signatures of qualified voters or ten percent (10%) of thetotal number of qualified voters
who cast their votes at the last election.

SECTIONS5.14 RECALL PETITION - The petition for therecall of any official shall consist of a
certificateidentical with that filed with the Clerk-Administrator together with all the signature papers
and affidavits thereto attached. All the signatures need not be on one signature paper, but the
circulator of every paper shall make an affidavit that each signature appended to the paper is the



genuine signature of the person whose name it purports to be. Each signature paper shall bein
substantially the following form:

Recall Petition:

Proposing the recall of from his office as whichrecall is
sought for the reasons set forth in the attached certificate. This movement is sponsored by the
following committee of qualified voters:

Name Address

agprwWdbPRE

The undersigned qualified voters, understanding the nature of the charges against the
official herein sought to be recalled, desire the holding of arecall election for that purpose.

Name Address

wN P

At the end of the list of signatures shall be appended the affidavit of the circulator.

SECTION 5.15 FILING OF PETITION - Within thirty (30) days after thefiling of the original
certificate, the committee shall file the completed petition in the office of the Clerk-Administrator.
The Clerk-Administrator shall examine the petition within the next five (5) days, and if he or she
findsit irregular in any way, or finds that the number of signersislessthan greater of two hundred
fifty (250) qualified votersor ten percent (10%) of thetotal number of qualified voterswho cast their
votes at thelast preceding regular municipal e ection, heor she shall so notify one or more members
of the committee. The committee shall then be given ten (10) days in which to file additional
signature papers and to correct the petition in al other respects, but they may not change the
statement of the grounds upon which the recall is sought. If at the end of that time the Clerk-
Administrator findsthe petition till insufficient or irregular, heor she shal notify al the members of
the committee to that effect and shall file the petition in his or her office. No further action shall be
taken thereon.

SECTIONS5.16 RECALL ELECTION - If the petition or amended petition isfound sufficient, the
Clerk-Administrator shall transmit it to the Council without delay, and shall aso officialy notify the
person sought to be recalled of the sufficiency of the petition and of the pending action. The Council
shall, at its next meeting, by resolution, provide for the holding of a special recall election not less



than thirty (30) nor more than forty-five (45) days after such meeting, but if any other electionisto
occur within sixty (60) days after such meeting, the Council may in its discretion provide for the
holding of therecall election at that time.

SECTION 5.17 PROCEDURE AT RECALL ELECTION - The Clerk-Administrator shall
include with the published notice of the el ection the statement of the groundsfor therecall and al so,
in not morethan five hundred (500) words the answer of the official concerned injustification of his
or her course in office. Candidates to succeed the official to be recalled shall be nominated in the
usual way, and the election shall be conducted as far as possible, in accordance with the usual
procedure in municipal elections.

SECTION 5.18 FORM OF RECALL BALLOT - Unless the official whose removal is sought
resignswithin ten (10) days after the receipt by the Council of the completed recall petition, theform
of the ballot at such election shall be as near as may be: " Shall berecalled?", the name of the
officer whoserecall is sought being inserted in the blank, and the qualified voters shall be permitted
to vote separately "Yes' or "No" upon this question. The ballot shall also contain the names of the
candidates to be voted upon to fill the vacancy, in case the recall is successful, under the caption:
"Candidates to fill the place of if recalled”; but the official whose recall is sought shall
not himself be a candidate upon such ballot. If a magjority of those voting on the question of recall
vote in favor of recall, the official shall be thereby removed from office, and the candidate who
receivesthe highest number of votesfor hisor her place shall be el ected thereto for the remainder of
the unexpired term. If the official sought to be recalled resigns within ten (10) days after the receipt
by the Council of the completed recall petition, theform of ballot at the el ection shall bethe same, as
nearly as possible, asthe formin use at aregular municipal election.



CHAPTER VI

ADMINISTRATION OF CITY AFFAIRS.

SECTION 6.01 SUBORDINATE OFFICERS - There shall be a Clerk-Administrator, a City
Attorney, a City Engineer and other subordinate officers as are designated in this Charter or asthe
Council may create, each of whom shall be appointed by the Mayor and whose appoi ntment shall be
confirmed by the Council and shall perform such duties as are required of them by the Council. The
duties of the various officers may be altered or combined as the Council may see fit. Each of said
officers shall serve at the pleasure of the Council. If an appointed officer is also an employee of the
City, he or she shall remain subject to the City Personnel policy.

SECTION 6.02 DEPARTMENTS - The Council may create such departments, boards,
commissions or bureaus for the administration of the City's affairs as may seem necessary.

SECTION 6.03 CONTRACTSAND PURCHASES - Whenever the amount of acontract for the
purchase of merchandise, materials, or equipment or for any kind of construction work undertaken by
the City isestimated to exceed the amount required for bidding by state law, the contract shall belet
to the lowest responsible bidder, after notice has been published in the officia newspaper in advance
of thelast day for the submission of bidsasrequired by law. All contracts shall be entered into only
after compliance with state law.



CHAPTER VII

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS.

SECTION 7.01 MEMBERSHIP - There shall be in the City of Blue Earth, a Board of Public
Works consisting of five (5) members who shall serve for a period of four (4) years subject to the
terms provided for in this Chapter.

SECTION 7.02 ORGANIZATION - The Board shall organize by the 10th of January following
each municipal election and elect a President and President Pro Tem. Any three shall constitute a
quorum.

The Board may designate such person as they may desire either amember or otherwise, as
the clerk thereof and he shall be responsible for the preparation and keeping of minutes of the
meeting of said board.

SECTION 7.03 RESPONSIBILITIES - The Board shall be responsible for the development,
production, purchase and distribution of electricity, gas, water, heat and such other utility servicesas
the City Council may direct except that the Board shall not be responsible for the sanitary sewer
collection and treatment system of the City of Blue Earth.

SECTION 7.04 GENERAL PROVISIONS-

(d) POWERS - The Board, subject to the conditions hereinafter expressed, shall have the
general supervision of the utilitiesnow and hereafter owned by the City and shall be charged with the
operation thereof and with power to do any or all actsand thingsthat shall be necessary, convenient
or desirable in order to operate, maintain, enlarge, extend, preserve and promote an orderly and
economic administration of the utility systems.

(b) REAL ESTATE AND CONTRACTS - Except as hereinafter provided, theBoard, inthe
efficient and economical operation of the utilities, both inside and outsidethe city limits, may (1) sell
its products, (2) construct plants, transmission lines, and other facilities, (3) purchaserea estateand
grant franchises in the name of the City with the approval of the Council, and (4) enter into all
contracts, leases, and agreements in furtherance of the powers granted herein.

(c) EXTENSION OF SERVICES- The Board may adopt regulations governing extensions of
services of the Department both inside and outside the City Limits. Theregulationsshall providethe
conditions under which the extensions shall be made to render them compensatory and shall provide
that each extension project shall, when compl eted, becomethe property of the City whether on public
or private property. The Board may provide for the form of refunds where advances by the persons
benefited are necessary to make extensions compensatory. No extension of service beyond the
corporatelimits of the City of Blue Earth shall be made except with the approval of the City Council
of the City of Blue Earth.

(d) JOINT OPERATION WITH OTHERS - The Board may contract with any public or
private corporation or any individual, both inside and outside the City Limits, (1) for thejoint use of
poles and other property belonging either to the Department or to the other contracting party or



jointly to both parties; and (2) with the Council, finance construct, and operate plants, transmission
lines, and other facilities, whereby any property acquired becomes the property of both the City and
the other contracting party.

(e) EMINENT DOMAIN - The Board, subject to express consent of the City Council, may
enter upon any land or water within the corporate limits of said City of Blue Earth for the purpose of
making surveys but the exercise of the right of Eminent Domain shall bein the solejurisdiction of
the City Council.

(f) USE OF THOROUGHFARES FORUTILITY INSTALLATIONS - The Board may use
the ground over, under, or along any road, railroad, highway, street, sidewalk, thoroughfare, alley or
waterway in the operation of the Department but shall in all cases and subject to the general
regulations of the City, cause the surface of the public way to be restored to its usual condition.

(g) RATES - The Board shall fix rates to be charged for gas, electricity, water and other
utilities sold and services rendered by the Department. Rates shall be sufficient to pay for all
operating and maintenance expenses of each respective utility operation and, all bond interest and
redemption costs of the respective utility operations. The Board may require reasonable deposits as
security for the payment of chargesfor utility servicesand may providefor thereturn of the deposits
when satisfactory credit has been established.

(h) AUTHORITY FOR EXPENDITURES - No money shall be drawn from thefunds of the
Department nor shall any obligation for the expenditure of money be incurred except as authorized
by the Board. No claim against the Department shall be paid unless evidenced by avoucher approved
by the General Manager or by some other employee to be designated by him or her. All warrants,
orders and checks shall be signed by a member of the Board and a designated employee.

(i) BOND AND SECURITY ISSUE - No issuance of securities shall be made except upon
the approval of the City Council of the City of Blue Earth and theissuance of all securities shall be
made by the City in its corporate capacity.

()) SHORT TERM LOANS - The Board, subject to the express consent of the City Council,
may borrow money for periods not to exceed five (5) years and may issue negotiable notes and
warrants of the Department except the Board does not need consent of the City Council to borrow
funds up to ninety (90) days provided that such borrowing shall not exceed the total value of the
Board of Public Works certificates of deposit and securities at any time.

(k) PROMOTION EXPENDITURES - The Board may authorize reasonable expendituresto
advertise and otherwise promote the use of the services of the Department and to acquaint the public
with the operations, programs, and planned expansion of the Department.

(D INVESTMENT OF SURPLUSFUNDS - The Board may invest funds of the Department
only in securities which are legal for investments by savings banks and sinking funds of
municipalities in the State of Minnesota.

In addition to other investments authorized by law, the Board shall have the right to invest
any surplusfunds of the Department in securitiesissued by any bank whichisrecurred by apledge of
collateral approved by the Board.

(m) ACCOUNTING AND BUDGET REPORT - The Board, in addition to the reports and
accounting it may otherwise be required by law to make, shall not later than thefirst day of Junein
each year, furnish the Council itsannual report which shall includethefollowing statementsas of the
end of the preceding fiscal year: (I) a balance sheet showing the financial condition of the
Department and each separate division, prepared according to generally accepted public utility



accounting principles; (2) astatement of operationsfor each division of the Department, and (3) any
additional supporting statements or schedules deemed necessary and desirable by the Council to
make a clear and informative presentation of the financial position of the Department. The reports
shall be kept on filein the Clerk-Administrator's office and shall be open to public inspection. The
funds and accounts of the Department shall be audited annually by a competent public accountant.
The Board shall annually, on or before thefirst day of January in the budget year, prepare a budget
for the year and furnish a copy thereof to the City Council.

(n) PAYMENTS TO GENERAL REVENUE - The Board shall cause to be paid into the
general funds of the City annually, afranchise feefor the sale of electricity. Thefranchisefee shall
be based on afactor of .0035 per kilowatt hours sold of all retail sales of kilowatt hours sold within
the utility service territory rounded to the nearest 1,000 kilowatt hours. An annual joint meeting
shall be held of the Board of Public Works and the City Council not later than thefirst day of June of
each year at the call of the Council to review thefinancial conditions. Limitations of such payments
herein established may be changed by five-sevenths (5/7) vote of the City Council directing the
payment of such other feeasit may determine. In no event shall paymentsjeopardize the payment of
bonded indebtedness and interest obligations of the Department. (City Charter amended per
Ordinance 04-11 dated 8-16-04.)

SECTION 7.05 VACANCIES - Vacancies shall be filled by the Mayor, with the approva of the
Council, for the unexpired term. No vacancy in the Board shall impair the right of the remaining
Board Membersto exercise dl the powers of the Board members, but in any event, there shall bea
minimum of three Board members.

SECTION 7.06 QUALIFICATIONS - All members of the Board of Public Works shall be a
qualified voter of the City of Blue Earth. No person who holds any other public office, or isafull-
time employee of the City, or any employee of the Department shall be a Board Member.

SECTION 7.07 COMPENSATION - The members of the Board of Public Worksshall bepaid at a
rate established by Resolution of the Board of Public Works prior to July 1 of an election year to be
effective for the board members January 1 of the year following such election.

SECTION 7.08 ORGANIZATION OF DEPARTMENTS -

(@ DIVISIONS OF DEPARTMENT -Within the Department there shall be separate
divisions for the gas, electric, water, heat and other utility operations respectively. Each division
shall be operated independently of the others, except insofar asthe Board determines Joint operations
to be advisable and economical. Expenses incurred in Joint operations shall be equitably prorated
among the divisions by the Board.

(b) GENERAL MANAGER - The Board shall appoint aGeneral Manager of the Department
to be responsible to the Board and to serve at its pleasure.

(c) OTHER EMPLOYEES - There shall be such other officers and employees of the
Department as may be provided by the Board. The officers and employees shall be appointed and
removed by the General Manager subject to Board approval.

(d) SALARIES- The Board shall set the salary and benefits of the General Manager, and of



al other officers and employees of the Department.

(e) SURETY BONDS - The Board may require surety bonds for any of the officers and
employees of the Department in such amounts as the Board deems necessary. The premiumsfor the
bonds shall be paid by the Department in the same manner as any other operating expense.

(f) EMPLOY EE BENEFITS - The Board may contribute to the cost of pension, retirement,
life and accident and health insurance programs for the officers and employees of the Department.

SECTION 7.09 MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS -

(a) DISPOSITION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES - The City shall have no authority to cease to
operate, sell, lease, abandon, or in any other way dispose of any public utility owned by it without the
approval of a mgority of the qualified voters of the City voting upon said question at a regular
municipal election or at aspecia eection held for that purpose.

(b) EXISTING OBLIGATIONS - Contracts and obligations rel ating to the utility systems of
the City incurred prior to the taking effect of this Charter shall not beimpaired and shall be binding
upon the Board insofar as they apply to the Department.

(c) CONTRACT RIGHTS- Tothefull extent now or hereafter permitted by law, the Board,
shall have the power to contract for gas, fuel, power or services with other corporations, public or
private, including the execution of stand by agreements and buying or selling agreements. Such
arrangements shall include the right to enter into an electric agency or gas agency agreement as
provided by Minnesota Statutes or any other buying or selling agreements authorized by law.



CHAPTER VIII

TAXESAND FINANCES.

SECTION 8.01 COUNCIL TO CONTROL FINANCES - The Council shall have full authority
over the financial affairs of the City, and shall provide for the collection of all revenues and other
assets, and auditing and settlement of accounts, and the safe keeping and disbursement of public
moneys; and in the exercise of a sound discretion shall make appropriations for the payment of all
liabilities and expenses.

SECTION 8.02 FISCAL YEAR -Thefisca year of the City shall end each year on the last day of
December.

SECTION 8.03 BOARD OF EQUALIZATION - The Mayor and Councilmembers shall
constitute a board of equalization for the City. They shall meet and perform their duties as
provided by law.

SECTION8.04LEVY AND COLLECTION OF TAXES- Onor beforethedaterequired by state
law each year, the Council by resolution, shall levy the taxes necessary to meet the requirements of
the budget for the ensuing fiscal year, subject to the limitations of this Chapter. The Clerk-
Administrator shall transmit to the County Auditor annually a statement of all taxeslevied, and such
taxes shall be collected and the payment thereof be enforced, as provided by the Statutes of the State
of Minnesota. No tax shall beinvalid by reason of any informality inthe manner of levying the same,
nor because the amount |evied exceeds the amount required to beraised for the specific purposefor
which the same was levied; but in such case, the surplus shall remain in the fund to which such tax
belongs.

SECTION 8.05 BONDED INDEBTEDNESS - All provisions of the Statutes of the State of
Minnesota, now or hereafter existing, authorizing theincurring of indebtedness and the issuance
of bonds, revenue certificates, or other evidences of indebtedness and prescribing the procedures
therefore, by cities of like power and degree or otherwise, are hereby granted, referred to and
made a part of this Charter.

SECTION 8.06 DEBT LIMIT - The Council may issue and sell obligations for any municipal
purpose in accordance with law and within the limitations prescribed by law.

SECTION 8.07 ANNUAL CITY BUDGET - Not later than September 15th of each year, the
Clerk-Administrator shall prepare and submit to the Council a budget for the ensuing fiscal year.
The City budget shall be based upon detailed estimates and shall present the following information:

An itemized statement of the appropriations recommended by the Clerk-Administrator and
City department managers for current expenses and for permanent improvements for the ensuing
fiscal year, with comparative statement of the appropriations and expenditures for the current and



next preceding fiscal year and such other information as may be required by the Council.

SECTION 8.08 PASSAGE OF CITY BUDGET - The budget shall be the principal item of
business at all regular meetings on or after September 15th until passed and adopted. All interested
citizens shall have reasonable opportunity to be heard at said meetings.

SECTION 8.09 DISBURSEMENTS, HOW MADE - All disbursements except those madefrom
public utility funds shall be made only upon regular vouchers issued by the Clerk-Administrator,
duly authorized by the Council, countersigned by the Mayor which shall indicate the fund out of
which the disbursements shall be made. Each order, when signed by the Clerk-Administrator, and
countersigned by the Mayor, shall become a check or warrant payable to the payee at the bank
indicated thereon. The Clerk-Administrator shall issue no checks upon any fund except where the
City Council has given the power to do so. No claim against the City shall be allowed unless
accompanied by an itemized statement, signed by the Officer who has persona knowledge of the
factsin the case and vouches for the correctness and reasonableness of the claim. The Council, by
resolution, may make further regulations for the safe keeping and disbursement of the City's funds.

SECTION 8.10 FUNDSTO BE KEPT - The City shall keep ageneral fund, and such other funds
as arerequired by law and the Charter or Ordinances of the City. Funds raised through charitable
donations designed for a specific purpose shall be used only for the intended purpose(s) of the
donator(s). (Section 8.10 amended per Ordinance 03-13 dated 10-6-03.)

SECTION 8.11 ACCOUNTSAND REPORTS - The Council may prescribe and enforce proper
accounting methods, forms, blanks and other devices consistent with the law, this Charter and the
ordinances in accord with it. The Clerk-Administrator shall submit to the Council a statement
quarterly showing the amount of money in the City Treasury, the status of all funds, the amount
spent or chargeable against each of the annual budget allowances and the balance left in each and
such other information relative to the finances of the City as the Council may require. Oncein each
year and on or before the date on which state law requires the City to submit an annual audit report,
the Clerk-Administrator shall submit areport to the Council covering the entirefinancial operations
of the City for the past fiscal year. Such report shall be ascompletein detail as said quarterly reports
and as complete as required by the City Council. It also shall show thetotal outstanding bonds and
debts of the City, the maturity of the same, the amount of bonds and other evidences or indebtedness
issued during the past fiscal year and the amount redeemed during the same period. It also shall show
the rate of interest of said bonds, or other evidences or indebtedness. It shall show the condition of
all the annual budget allowances and contain an inventory of all of the property owned by the City,
and such other information as the Council may require. A condensed form of said Clerk-
Administrator’ s annual report shall be published once in the official newspaper during the month
following its submission. Such report shall conform to regulations adopted by the Council.

SECTION 8.12 ANNUAL AUDIT - The books of the City shall be audited regularly at least once
each year by competent independent accountant or accounting firm employed by the City Council.



SECTION 8.13EMERGENCY DEBT CERTIFICATES- If in any year any calamity or other
public emergency or unforeseen circumstances should subject the City to the necessity of making
expenditures not provided for in the budget, then the Council may authorize the i ssuance and sal e of
emergency debt certificates which term shall not to exceed three (3) years and to bear interest at a
rate set by Council action. The full amount of such certificates with interest to maturity shall be
included in the budget and atax levied therefor to pay the same in due course. This shall require a
five-sevenths (5/7) vote of the City Council.

SECTION 8.14 SYSTEM OF TAXATION - Subject to the State Constitution, and except as
forbidden by it or by State L egislation, the Council shall havefull power to provide by ordinancefor
asystem of local taxation. In thetaxation of real property, the City shall conform asfully aspossible
to the general State Law as to the assessment of such property and the collection of such taxes.



CHAPTER IX

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTSAND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS.

SECTION 9.01 POWER TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTSAND ASSESSMENTS - The City of
Blue Earth shall have the power to make any and every type of public improvement not forbidden by
the laws of this State, and to levy specia assessments for all such as are of alocal character.

SECTION 9.02STATE LAWSMADE APPLICABLE - Except asherein otherwise provided, the
Statutes of the State of Minnesota governing, controlling and regulating the making of public
improvements of every type and character, and of special assessmentstherefore, and al provisions
for certificates of indebtedness in connection therewith, and all future amendments thereof and
supplements thereto, shall apply, govern, control and regulate in the City of Blue Earth.



CHAPTER X
EMINENT DOMAIN.
SECTION 10.01 STATE LAWSMADE APPLICABLE - TheCity of Blue Earth shall haveand

possess al the powers of eminent domain conferred upon it by the Statutes of the State of Minnesota,
and shall exercise said powersin the form and manner prescribed and provided by said Statutes.



CHAPTER XI

FRANCHISES.

SECTION 11.01 FRANCHISE DEFINED - Except as otherwise provided by law, the word
franchise as used in this Charter shall mean any specia privilege granted to any person, co-
partnership, or corporation, in, over, upon, or under any of the highways or public places of the City,
whether such privilege heretofore has been granted by it, or hereafter shall be granted by the City.

SECTION 11.02 FRANCHISESREQUIRED - Except as otherwise provided, by law, no person,
firm or corporation shall place or maintain any permanent or semi-permanent fixturesin, over, or
under any street or public placefor the purpose of operating apublic utility or for any other purpose,
without a franchise therefore from the City. A franchise shall be granted only by ordinance, which
shall not be an emergency ordinance. Every ordinance granting afranchise shal contain all theterms
and conditions of the franchise. The grantee shall bear the costs of publication of the franchise
ordinance and shall make asufficient deposit with the Clerk-Administrator to guarantee publication
before the ordinance is passed.

SECTION 11.03TERM OF FRANCHISE LIMITED - Nofranchise shall begranted for alonger
period than twenty-five (25) years. No exclusive or perpetual franchise shall ever be granted.

SECTION 11.04- FRANCHI SE - HOW GRANTED - The City Council may grant franchises by
ordinances adopted by five sevenths (5/7) vote and published as required by this Charter for the
publication of ordinances. Such ordinances shall be in full force and effect sixty (60) days after
publication unlesswithin said period there shall befiled with the Clerk-Administrator apetitionfor a
special election signed by the greater of two hundred fifty (250) qualified votersor ten percent (10%)
of the qualified voters of said City as determined by the number voting in the last regular municipal

election. The ballots used at such election shall contain the words* For the Ordinance” (stating the
nature of the proposed ordinance) and “ Against the Ordinance” (stating the same.)

SECTION 11.05 POWER OF REGULATION RESERVED - Subject to any applicablelaw the
Council may by ordinance reasonably regulate and control the exercise of any franchise, including
the maximum rates, fares, or prices to be charged by the grantee. No franchise value shall be
included in the valuation of the grantee's property in regulating utility rates, fares, or pricesunder any
applicablelaw, ordinance, or regulation or in proceedings for municipal acquisition of the grantee's
property by purchase or eminent domain.

SECTION 11.06 FURTHER PROVISIONS OF FRANCHISES - The enumeration and
specification of particular matterswhich must beincluded in every franchise or renewal or extension
thereof, shall not be construed as impairing the right of the City to insert in any such franchise or
renewal or extension thereof, such other and further conditions and restrictions as the Council may
deem proper to protect the City'sinterest, nor shall anything contained in this Charter limit any right



or power possessed by the City over existing franchises.



CHAPTER XII

MISCELLANEOUS.

SECTION 12.01 OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS- The Council, at the organi zational meeting
pursuant to Section 3.02 after each biennial election, shall designate anewspaper or newspapers
serving said City, in which shall be published such measures and matters as by the laws of the
State, or by this Charter, are required to be published, or which the Council deemsit wise to
publish. The Council shall fix the manner and length of time of such publication, except where
the manner and length of time is prescribed by this Charter, or by the laws of this State.

SECTION 12.02 REAL PROPERTY - Feetitletorea property of the City may be conveyed
by the Mayor and Clerk-Administrator by authority of an ordinance duly adopted. The proceeds
of any sale of such property shal be used as far as possible to retire any outstanding
indebtednessincurred by the City in the purchase, construction, or improvement of thisor other
property used for the same public purpose. If there is no such outstanding indebtedness, the
Council may by resolution designate some other public use for the proceeds.

Such ordinances shall not be effective until thirty (30) days after its publication. If
during said period a petition shall be filed signed by the greater of two hundred fifty (250)
qualified votersor ten percent (10%) of the qualified votersvoting at the last regular municipal
election, a specia election shall be called upon the question of approval of said ordinance. If
approved, such ordinance shall be of full force and effect. If not, it shall fail.

Such ordinance may provide for the conveyance of real estate to other public
corporations upon such terms as the Council may deem appropriate.

All other real property interests which convey lessthan feetitle may be conveyed by the
Mayor and Clerk-Administrator by authority of aresolution of the City Council without need for
further publication or notice. (Section 12.02 amended per Ordinance 05-23 dated 11-21-05.)

SECTION 12.03 PRESENT OFFICERSTO HOL D OFFICE - The present officers of the
City shall continueintheir respective offices and functionsand shall continueto govern the City
in the usual manner until the officers, provided for in this Charter, are elected and qualified.
They shall make financial and other provisions on the government until agovernment has been
set up under this Charter, and they shall make provisionsfor the el ection of the City Council as
provided for in Chapter 1V of this Charter.

SECTION 12.04 PETITION FOR VACATION -

(a) TheCity Council of such City shall have power to vacate or discontinue streets, avenues,
alleysand highwayswithin said City. No such vacation or discontinuance shall be granted or ordered
by the City Council except upon the petition of the sole owner or amgjority of the resident owners of
the property on the line of such street, avenue, aley or highway, accompanied by a plat of such
street, avenue, aley or highway proposed to be vacated, and shall be verified by the oath of at |east
one (1) of the petitioners. The City Council shall thereunder order the petition to befiled of record



with the Clerk-Administrator, who shall thereupon give notice, by publicationinthe officia paper of
the City, for three (3) weeks, at least once aweek, to the effect that such petition has been filed as
aforesaid and stating in brief itsobject, and that said petition will be heard and considered by the City
Council, or acommittee appointed by them, at acertain time and placetherein specified not lessthan
ten (10) days from the date of last publication. The City Council, or such committee as may be
appointed by them for the purpose, at the time and place appointed, shall investigate and consider the
said matter and shall hear the testimony and evidence on the part of the parties interested.

(b) The City Council, after hearing the same, may adopt by ordinance such vacation asit may
deem advised. It may place such conditions and limitationsthereon asappear inthepublicinterest. A
transcript of such ordinance, duly certified by the Clerk-Administrator, shall befiled for record and
recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds of Faribault County, Minnesota.

SECTION 12.05 STATUTESNOT AFFECTED BY CHARTER - All general and special laws
and statutes of the State applicableto all cities operating under home rule Charters, or applicableto
cities of the same class as the City of Blue Earth operating under home rule Charters, and not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter, shall apply to the City of Blue Earth, and shall be
construed as supplementary to the provisions of this Charter.

SECTION 12.06 EXISTING ORDINANCESCONTINUED - All ordinances and regul ations of
the City in force, when this Charter takes effect, and not inconsi stent with the provisionsthereof, are
hereby continued in full force and effect until anended or repealed.

SECTION 12.07 PENDING CONDEMNATIONSAND ASSESSMENT S- Any condemnation
or assessment proceeding in progress when this Charter takes effect shall be continued and
completed under the laws under which such proceedings were begun. All assessments made by the
City prior to thetimewhen this Charter takes effect shall be collected and thelien thereof enforcedin
the same manner asif this Charter had not been adopted.

SECTION 12.08 FORMER CHARTER REPEALED - The existing Charter of the City of Blue
Earth asamended is hereby amended by striking al the provisionsthereof and substituting therefor
the foregoing Charter of the City of Blue Earth.

SECTION 12.09CITY POWER OF LIBRARY PERSONNEL - The City Council of the City of
Blue Earth specifically retains authority over the employees of the Blue Earth Community Library.
The City Authority includes, but isnot limited to, the authority to hire and firelibrary employees, to
set employee compensation, to determine employee benefits and to otherwise either directly or by
delegation to City officials to control all aspects of library employees employment.

There shall be no term limits for members of the Library Board of the Blue Earth Community
Library.



