City of Blue Earth

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Minutes 
Thursday, September 3, 2009 @ 4:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers/City Hall
Call to Order.

Chair Dan Mensing called the meeting to order at 4:04 P.M.
Roll Call.

Commissioners Dan Mensing, Neil Eckles, Kitty Fletcher, Don Teems, John Gartzke and Dan Brod.  Commissioner Bill Olson was absent.  Staff present: City Attorney David Frundt.  Zoning Administrator Kathy Bailey was absent.
Public Present: Len Ripley, Doris Young, Allen Krieger, Julie Huestrone, Rosie and Darrel Hacklander and Jeff Lang.  

Review of Minutes of the Planning Commission of Thursday, August 6, 2009.  
Motion by Commissioner Teems, second by Commissioner Eckles approving the minutes from the planning commission meeting of Thursday August 6th 2009.  Commissioner Brod noted the following changes on page 3 line 3 stated “ if the walk” should read “if the door”.  Brod also noted that page 3 beginning on line 16 with should be noted that the Stensland house faces south on 12th Street.  The minutes were approved with the noted changes.  
Old Business. 
There were no old Business agenda items to address at this time

New Business 
Due to the absence of Zoning Administrator Kathy Bailey, City Attorney David Frundt presented Planning Commission case number 09-08: Conditional Use Permit for United Hospital District, 515 S. Moore St., Blue Earth, Minnesota:

City Attorney David Frundt explained that the request is for a Conditional Use Permit to locate an oxygen storage tank with protective walls in a B-1 General Business District  legally described as Block 15 of Garretson Addition and abutting vacated streets and alleys; Block 2 of McArthur’s addition and abutting vacated streets and alleys; the North 125 feet and abutting vacated street, and the West 150 feet, of Block 5 of McArthur’s addition except the South 86 feet of the West 150 feet of said Block 5, all in the city of Blue Earth, Minnesota.

City Attorney David Frundt explained that the Conditional Use application for the oxygen tank is necessary for the Hospital facility operation and City Administrator Kathy Bailey has noted in her memo that Staff recommended approval.  

Hospital Administrator Jeff Lang was present and explained the all the areas that had been considered for the placement of the oxygen tank in addition to the safety consideration for the Hospital and patients.

Jeff Lang introduced Julie Huestrone who further explained the considerations given for the oxygen tank placement while working with Architect team and the Hospital.  Julie explained all the code regulations that are required in addition to the truck access area needed and added that a vendor assisted in testing a similar lot for visibility safety and truck access.  
Commissioner discussion included why a Conditional Use Permit is needed.  City Attorney David Frundt explained that the tank is not a structure.  
Len Ripley questioned the affect of the oxygen tank location in the event the ambulance garage was relocated.  Jeff Lang noted that the Hospital has a certificate of occupancy and did not see any issues between the two.  

Commissioners concluded discussion with the defining of a building versus the area proposed for the oxygen tank and likened the area constructed to the placement of dumpsters.  Having no other discussion the following motion was given:

Motion by Commissioner Neil Eckles, second by Commissioner John Gartzke approving the Conditional Use Permit to locate an oxygen storage tank with protective walls in a B-1 General Business District.  City Attorney David Frundt asked for verbal response to the criteria for granting a conditional use as follows:  

1010.08 Conditional Use Permits – Subd. 1. Criteria for Granting Conditional Use Permits

1.  1010.08 Subd.  1. A.  The use does not create an excessive burden on the existing parks, street, or other public facilities and utilities which serve or are proposed to serve the area. 

Voice response from all Commissioners;
Aye.
2. 1010.08 Subd. 1. B.  The Use will be sufficiently compatible or separated by distance or screening from adjacent agricultural or residential zoned or used land so that existing home will not be depreciated in value and there will be no deterrence to development of vacant land.
Voice response Mensing, Eckles, Fletcher, Teems and Gartzke; Aye.  Commissioner Brod; Nay.   
3. 1010.08 Subd. 1. C.  The structure and site shall have an appearance that will not have an adverse effect upon adjacent residential properties.
Voice response Mensing, Eckles, Fletcher, Teems and Gartzke; Aye.  Commissioner Brod; Nay.   
4. 1010.08 Subd. 1. D.  The use in the opinion of the Commission is reasonable related to the overall needs of the City and the existing land use.
Voice response from all Commissioners;
Aye.
5. 1010.0 Subd. 1.  E.  The use is consistent with the purposes of this Chapter and the purposes of the zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use.
Voice response from all Commissioners; Aye.
6. 1010 Subd. 1 F.  The use is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan of the City.
Voice response from all Commissioners;
Aye.
7. 1010 Subd. 1 G.  The use will not cause traffic hazard or congestion.
Voice response from all Commissioners;
Aye.

8. 1010.Subd. 1 H.  Existing businesses nearby will not be adversely affected because of curtailment of customer trade brought about by intrusion of noise, glare, or general unsightliness.  

Voice response from all Commissioners;
Aye.

Chair Mensing noted that that the landscape needs to be a part of the requirement that is suitable for the residents and suggested additional ornamental screening on the top of the wall surrounding the oxygen tank. Commissioner Brod discussed the requirement of removing of the sidewalk from the area of the oxygen tank south to 12th Street.  Chair Mensing responded that he would not be in opposition to the removal of the sidewalk.  Commissioners present agreed to the safety of the sidewalk removal.  Hospital Director Jeff Lang was agreeable to the request to remove the sidewalk.  

The motion passed unanimously.  

There was no other business to discuss at this time.
Motion made by Commissioner Fletcher and second by Commissioner Gartzke to adjourn the meeting.  Chair Mensing adjourned the meeting at 4:38 P.M. 
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