City of Blue Earth

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Minutes 
Thursday, August 6, 2009 @ 4:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers/City Hall
Call to Order.

Chair Mensing called the meeting to order at 4:03 P.M.
Roll Call.

Commissioners Dan Mensing, Neil Eckles, Bill Olson, Don Teems, John Gartzke and Dan Brod.  Commissioner Kitty Fletcher was absent.  Staff present:  City Attorney David Frundt.  
Public present: Len Ripley, Steve Frank, Ron and Marilyn Stensland, Jeff Lang, Paula Nuessmeier and Mark Mensing.

Review of Minutes of:
Motion by Commissioner Teems, second by Commissioner Gartzke approving the minutes of the Planning Commission of Thursday, May 21, 200.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Old Business. 
None

New Business 
Chair Mensing addressed Planning Commission case number 09-05 for Al Maloney of 901 East 2nd Street. Blue Earth Minnesota.  Chair Mensing noted that there was no public present regarding Al Maloney’s requests a 17 foot variance from the required 25-foot front yard setback to construct a deck on the front of home that measures 8 x 16 foot.  
Commissioner Teems noted that the deck is pretty much done.  There was no public present with opposition to the request.  

Motion by Commissioner Teems, second by Commissioner Brod approving the Al Maloney request of a 17 foot variance from the required 25-foot front yard setback to construct a deck on the front of home that measures 8 x 16.  The motion passed unanimously.

Chair Mensing addressed Planning Commission case number 09-06 for Mark Moore of 306 S. Circle Drive Blue Earth Minnesota.  Mark Moore requests a 4 foot variance from the required 30-foot rear yard setback to construct a 14 x 24 foot deck to the rear of home.  There was no public present for this hearing request.  
Discussion included the fact that the rear yard is agriculture and does not adversely affect the neighborhood.  

Motion by Commissioner Olson, second by Commissioner Teems approving Mark Moore request for a 4 foot variance from the required 30-foot rear yard setback to construct a 14 x 24 foot deck to the rear of home.  The motion passed unanimously.  

At this time Chair Mensing addressed Planning Commission case number 09-07 for the United Hospital District, 515 S. Moore Street, and Blue Earth Minnesota.  
Due to the absence of City Administrator Kathy Bailey, City Attorney David Frundt addressed the United Hospital requests a 42 inch variance from the required 5-foot rear side setback to place an accessory building on a B-1 Business property in addition to the requests for a 2 foot variance from the required five (5) feet from a street right-of-way for a parking area.   City Attorney David Frundt explained that the application has been found to be incomplete.  The Planning Commission is unable to act upon the request at this time and must be resubmitted.   
Hospital Administrator Jeff Lang was present and addressed his concern over the parking lot to the west of the ambulance garage.  David Frundt explained that the application did not meet the code interpretation as presented and saw that the only way to clarify the request was to have them resubmit a correct application.  

The public present asked to discuss their issues and concerns as follows:

Len Ripley of 521 South Galbraith questioned how the project could be completed before a variance is approved.   

Mark Mensing from United Builders was present and discussed the issues and concerns.  Commissioner Brod noted that City Administrator Kathy Bailey did sign off on the building permit. Mark Mensing proceeded with the building once the permit was issued.   

City Attorney David Frundt noted that as fact are presented the lot is potentially considered one lot giving a potential setback of up to 25 feet.  

Mark Mensing gave explanation to why he proceeded with the project due to the fact he had a signed building permit and continued to have discussion with the building inspector.  Mark explained that he has done the best he could with making sure all Right of Way applications, Demolition permits, Moving permits, Sewer permits or in actuality any permit pertaining to the Hospital expansion.  Mark explained that if they are made to move the building now the cost to do so is between $30,000 and $40,000 thousand dollars.  

Hospital Administrator Jeff Lang also noted that the ambulance garage is the single most difficult building to relocate.  The placement of the garage was critical and careful consideration has been given to safety to all aspects of the Hospital campus.  The placement of the oxygen tank was critical to allow truck passage.  Jeff added that the placement was not intentionally done.  

Public discussion included Steve Frank’s safety concern with children walking on the sidewalk when an ambulance is leaving the garage.  Steve stated that the garage should not be placed so close to the sidewalk.  Councilmember Brod questioned if the door were a different color.  Steve did not agree that the garage should be so close. 

Paula Neussmeier spoke that her husband was on the ambulance crew and they are abutting neighbors to the ambulance garage and maybe the garage should be back further.  However, Paula reported that she did not want to continue to have surprises with the expansion and wanted each phase to be monitored to code specific.  

Mark Mensing reported that per request of the ambulance crew, a strobe light was installed and goes off immediately when the door opens as to an extra safety alert.  Commissioners Brod and Olson questioned if it would be any safer if it were set back 25 more feet the ambulance still has to cross the sidewalk.  

The Stensland were present and questioned if the street will be wider that would make a difference.  David Frundt noted that yes the street will be 36 feet wide once the project is completed.  Chair Mensing addressed Ron and Marilyn Stensland with the question if they had any issues or concerns to the current placement of the ambulance garage.  The Stenslands’responded that they can see out their front door and addressed no other issues of concerns. (note the Stensland front door faces south on 12th Street)     

Commissioners noted that the sidewalk could be removed entirely then there would not be kids on the walk.  After additional discussion, City Attorney reminded the Commissioners that the UHD request as submitted did not meet the code interpretation as presented in the Planning Commission request and saw that the only way to clarify the request was to have them resubmit a correct application.  
Motion by Commissioner Gartzke, second by Commissioner Brod to deny the application due to the inaccuracy and incomplete as submitted.  The United Hospital was given direction to resubmit the application.  The motion passed unanimously

Tabled Business.

There was none at this time.
Other Business.
Having no other business at this time a motion was made by Commissioner Bill Olson, seconded by Commissioner Don Teems to adjourn the meeting at 4:48 P.M.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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