MINUTES OF THE AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMISSION

Tuesday, June 3, 2008, 4:10 p.m.

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Aukes at 4:10 p.m. at the Terminal Building of Blue Earth Municipal Airport.

2. Roll Call.

Members present:  Chair Allen Aukes, Roger Nimz, Scott Kramer, Everett Wessels 

Members absent:  Bill Eckles, Ellwood Bentley, Anthony Zierke, and Council Liaison Gaylord.

Staff Present:  City Administrator Martig, Interim City Administrator Bill Bassett, City Engineer Bill Sayre, and Airport Management Tim 

and Barb Steier.  Also present were Ron Roetzel consultant for Bolton & Menk, Carolyn Lacher, Chuck Anderson, Rodney Anderson, and Lee Williams.

It was determined that there was a quorum.

3. Review of minutes.

There were no minutes for approval.

4. Old Business.

Martig indicated the Old Business items were not to be included on the agenda.  These included “review of evaluation matrix and discussion of runway extension options” and “2008 review of capital improvement plan.”
5. New Business.

Martig summarized that the State of Minnesota used $15 million in state aviation funds to balance the budget.  The city has been notified that the state will be making the commitments of Federal Aviation funding as committed for 2008 but that all other state funds are frozen for 2008 and 2009.  State commitments for Federal projects in 2009 is unknown at this time.
Martig informed the commission that the current projects underway are the Master Plan and purchase of a new tractor, mower and snowblower.  Martig explained the tractor and snowblower will be funded through 95% federal entitlement funds.  The wastewater fund would be funding the local match as it will be utilized in the spring and fall for sludge storage application.  Martig indicated this use would be very minimal and the primary use is for airport maintenance.  The mower was to be funded using state 70% matching funds.  However, this funding is in question.  Martig is checking to determine if this could be funded in 2008 or if not receive commitments from the state to reimburse in the future.  Martig said all of this equipment has been ordered.  The existing equipment will need to be sold with profits returning to the airport fund.
Martig explained that there were a number of other state funded projects planned for the Blue Earth municipal airport that will now be on hold including maintenance on the T-Hangars to deal with some rusting, credit card fuel system, and a walkway for the FBO building connecting to the maintenance shop/older FBO building.

Martig explained that the runway extension and design was underway and after Roetzel met with FAA staff they suggested meeting the needs of the airport for 10-15 years with one project rather than a phasing approach.  Roetzel further explained this and recommended the airport board prioritize which runway length.  Martig indicated that there have been expenses paid to Bolton & Menk that will not be reimbursed until the future extension design is started again.  Martig had informed staff to make note of this for the future.
Roetzel summarized the current runway extensions scheduled on the capital improvement plan.  He went through plans illustrating site impacts and cost impacts to the various runway extension options including the extension to 4000’, 4400’, 4600’, 4800’ and 5300’.  Roetzel pointed out impacts to the township roads and neighboring property.
Williams and Lacher inquired about fee ownership acquisition and easement acquisition that would be required for each extension.  Roetzel explained each runway impact on neighboring owners and briefly explained some procedures of acquisition.

Rodney Anderson expressed concern over the closure of the township road of 110th Street.  He also expressed ongoing concern of airplanes and the flight path some airplanes take that creates more noise.  Lastly, Anderson requested information in relation to his property limitations currently and with the options presented.
The Commission discussed impacts to the road closure.  There was a suggestion that possibly a private direct access road may be a mitigating option for Anderson.  Martig responded that the city council and townships have agreed to close the township road.  He suggested that there may be options made but there will be access to the field and there are alternative township road options to the north and south to access Highway 169 within a reasonable distance.

Martig indicated he would be following up on the grain bin inquiry that Anderson referenced.
Chairman Aukes asked for feedback from the Commission on the runway extension options.  Wessels expressed support for 4600’ to include a parallel taxiway.  He emphasized the importance of a parallel taxiway for safety purposes.  Roetzel commented that a parallel taxiway may offer an opportunity to avoid major closures of the airport.  The other members agreed that previous discussions and the capital plan included a build-out to 4600’ without a precision approach.  They felt it would serve existing users and allow for significant expanded use of the runway in the future.

Martig explained that the expansion of would require a 5% local match.  Martig recommended exploring funding options to prepare for runway investments.  Additionally, he suggested that it would be reasonable to explore participation from the County as the benefits are regional in nature and have a benefit to rural and urban areas within the county.

Motion by Wessels and Second by Kramer to recommend the city council proceed with plans for the runway reconstruction and extension include a total runway length of 4600 feet non-precision and to include a parallel taxiway and related improvements.  Motion passed unanimously.

Martig suggested presenting to the council at the next worksession.  He recommended the Commission meet again to review the Capital Improvement Plan following council review of the runway options and limits on the state funding for 2008 and 2009.

6. Other business.

None.
7.
Chairman Aukes adjourned the meeting at 5:18 p.m.

