CITY OF BLUE EARTH
MINUTES
SPECIAL JOINT 
AIRPORT COMMISSION AND 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2008 4:30 P.M.
Call to order.

Mayor Hammond called amHthe Special Joint Airport Commission and City Council Work Session at 4:30 P.M.  

The meeting will be held at 4:30 P.M. Monday, April 13, 2009 in the Public Safety Building Meeting Room, 120 South Walnut Street, Blue Earth, MN. 56013.  The Public Safety Building is located on the corner of 7th and Walnut Street  
Roll call.
Councilmembers Brod, Maher, Wiborg, Gaylord, Scholtes, Huisman and Hammond were present 

Staff present: Kathy Bailey, Bill Sayre, Barb and Tim Steier, Sandy DePottey, Markus Watson  

Allen Aukes, Bill Eckles, Everett Wessels and Ellwood Bentley were present
Scott Kramer, Roger Nimz and Anthony Zierke were absent 
See attachment “A” Public attendance sheet.

Old Business.
There was no old business to discuss at this time. 
New Business.
 
At this time discussion and answer session regarding the Airport Runway Expansion Project began with a slide presentation (see attachment “B” power point documents).  

City Administrator Kathy Bailey began the discussion with the following information related to the 2008 significant impact findings.  Kathy’s report noted that the Airport Advisory board had reviewed and made recommendation to the runway length and other related details to the expansion.  The Blue Earth City Council and the Airport Commission heard from that in favor and those not in favor of the expansion.  Sandy presented the power point sides on the proposed $6.5 million dollar airport rehabilitation and expansion project.  Discussion was heard from the public present giving expressed concern over the cost and the question is the airport expansion really needed.  

Representatives from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) gave input to how grant dollars and other funding can be used and where the funds are generated from.  

Discussion included a detailed presentation on the project itself from two employees of the city’s engineering firm, Bolton and Menk Engineers.
Ron Roetzel and Mark Watson of Bolton and Menk explained the scope of the project.  They explained that the construction of a 4,600 foot runway expansion is just one part of the plan.  Ron Roetzel explained that the expansion also included a taxiway, new apron, lights, runway mower and T-hanger repair.

DePottey said the FAA would be funding 95 percent of the projects, both with entitlement funding, and discretionary funding. Their financial input would be $5.35 million in discretionary funds, and $724,578 in entitlement funds.  Sandy also explained that the City of Blue Earth gets $150,000 in these entitlement funds each year, of which there is a current balance of  $574,578.00 set in that fund.  The city’s share of the overall plan would cost $340,000, or 5% percent. City Administrator Kathy Bailey said the cost to each homeowner would $12 to $14 per year for the 20 years of the bonds.  Kathy also noted that whether the city moves forward on this project or not, they will need to make improvements to the airport, such as repaving the current runway that could cost up to $2.4 million.

Sandy DePottey said the FAA would fund any airport improvement plan at the 95-percent ratio. However, she said a small airport only gets on the queue for projects like this once every 15-20 years.  Sandy stated that these funds help airports plan for the future with approval considered at Federal Level.  In answer to a citizen’s question, DePottey said the funds do not come out of federal tax dollars, but rather out of a fund of money from airline ticket tax and jet fuel taxes.  Ron Roetzel, in answer to a question, said Blue Earth cannot do a full expansion to a 5,000 foot or larger runway, with instrumentation.  Ron further explained that the project will be done in two stages.  The runway is the first stage and the second stage two at a very long future date

Citizens discussion questioned the need for any expansion in addition to the question of just how many airplanes actually used the airport. One person doubted the figures presented by Bolton and Menk (see attachment “C” Bolton and Menk, critical aircraft operation survey). 

Former Councilmember Travis Keister expressed his concern by stating “Do we even need an airport with a better one (Fairmont’s) located just 18 miles away, when we need to pay for Streets not airports.  Several others present discussed the same concerns.  Administrator Bailey explained that the streets are also on a plan for repair.
Bill Eckles informed those present that the aircraft constructed in the late 60’s through the890’s are different to what is made now due to the piston power and turbo jet aircraft that need a longer runway to land.  So once those older airplanes wear out and the new ones start to use the smaller airports they will not be able to land on what we currently have.  

Bolton and Menk also responded to the water shed concern expressed through the design program of the runway expansion. 
 

Other Business.

The meeting adjourned at 6:35 P.M.
