City of Blue Earth

Parks and Recreation Subcommittee Minutes
Thursday, February 25, 2010 @ 4:00 p.m.

Council Chambers at City Hall
1.
Call to Order.


Chair Gaylord called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.

2.
Roll Call:

Present:  Glenn Gaylord, (Chair), John Huisman, Les Pearson and Dave Kittleson.
Absent:  Tobi Squiers and Gail Pearson.

Also present:  City Administrator Kathy Bailey, Rob Hammond, David Frundt Dan Brod, Brenda Smith and Faribault County SWCD Urban Outreach Specialist, Jennifer Ronnenberg.
3.
Minutes approval.


The minutes from the June 30, 2009 Joint Parks and Recreation Subcommittee 

and Pool and Park Partners meeting were provided for the board to review.


LES PEARSON made the motion, JOHN HUISMAN second 
 
TO approve the minutes of the TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2009 
 
JOINT PARKS AND RECREATION Subcommittee AND POOL AND

PARK PARTNERS meeting.  The motion was approved
unanimously. 
4.
Old Business.


A.  Putnam Park
             
I.

Rain garden, statue and pool bricks.



City Administrator Kathy Bailey provided a site plan for the proposed 

location of the pool bricks and statue in Putnam Park.  Bailey shared that

   the committee working on the plans for the project discussed eliminating
 
the water fountain, avoiding clutter to the park and requesting
   participation from local nurseries on the concept plan.  Bailey shared that
   the local nurseries were contacted to submit a plan and proposal for the
   project.  Bailey received one concept plan which was submitted from Blue
   Earth Landscape.




Bailey discussed that a second option for the project was provided by




Jennifer Ronnenberg of the Soil & Water Conservation District.  This 




option was for a rain garden that would serve as an educational piece for

talks on water conservation and planting rain gardens.  Bailey shared that the pool donor bricks would not be included in the rain garden but rather be placed along the edge of the sidewalk in the landscaped area leading to the pool with a plaque placed on the building.




Jennifer Ronnenberg provided a conceptual drawing of the proposed
 


Putnam Park rain garden that would be located at the entrance of the park




and replace the existing pergola.  Ronnenberg shared that the rain garden 




would collect and infiltrate stormwater runoff.  Prior to implementing the

                        design Ronnenberg would need to conduct a soil infiltration test, locate

 


the existing utilities in the area and a curb cut would be necessary leading
 


into the parking lot.  Ronnenberg shared that funding is available for




the project at a cost share of 50% - 75%.  The rain garden would include 




the statue sitting on a rock with plants that are native species surrounding 




the statue.  The garden area would be approximately 450 square feet and




would attract butterflies, birds and beneficial insects.  




The committee discussed asking the Blue Earth Area High School 




Ecology class to assist with the rain garden project.  Kittleson shared that 




he liked the idea of the rain garden and recommended including plant



identifying signs in the garden area for educational purposes.




The location of the pool donor bricks was discussed by the committee.  




Gaylord questioned if the bricks could be incorporated into the rain garden




design.  City Administrator Kathy Bailey suggested edging the sidewalk 




with the bricks in the landscaped area leading to the pool to make them

 


more visible to the public.  Brod agreed that one brick width along the
 


sidewalk would be acceptable as long as the bricks are permanently
 


installed and cannot be removed.  Huisman added that a decision needs to
 


be made today for the placement of the bricks because people are getting
 


impatient to see the donor bricks at the pool.




DAVE KITTLESON MADE THE MOTION, LES PEARSON SECOND 




TO PROCEED WITH THE CONCEPTUAL DESIGN OF THE RAIN 




GARDEN WITH THE STATUE INCLUDED AND TO EDGE THE




SIDEWALK WITH THE POOL DONOR BRICKS.  THE MOTION 




WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.




Jennifer Ronnenberg informed the committee that the project could begin




as early as this spring.  Gaylord recommended planting rain gardens in the  




Steinberg Park sometime in the future to resolve issues of stormwater 




runoff into the river and onto the trail.              
5.
Other Business.


Dave Kittleson asked for discussion on the picnic shelter at Putnam Park.  


Kittleson reported that after doing some research on prefab picnic shelters he


was not impressed with the design and quality of the shelters.  Kittleson expressed 

his concern of having a shelter at the park that would last for years.  Kittleson shared with the committee that he has a brother in Decorah, Iowa that specializes in timber frame construction.  Kittleson asked if he could confirm the size of the proposed picnic shelter so that his brother could submit a proposal to construct a shelter.  Kittleson added that after the framework has been put up they would be open to having volunteers help with the finishing work.  The pre-engineering for the project would be an additional $1,000.00 to the cost of the picnic shelter.

Huisman questioned if a 30’ x 40’ picnic shelter would fit the space available.  Bailey stated that the biggest issue would be funding the project.  Gaylord suggested that Kittleson look into getting more information on the picnic shelter and the cost to build it.

John Huisman shared that he read in the June 30, 2009 Parks and Recreation Subcommittee minutes that there was a discussion on discounted pool passes.  Huisman provided information from the Blue Earth Community Education Summer Programs brochure on scholarships that are available for low income families.  Huisman noted that scholarships are available to families that have a financial need to allow their children to participate in the summer programs.  Huisman shared that the City needs to consider providing another option that will allow every child the opportunity to use the swimming pool during the summer.  In the past the BEAM program has also contributed towards discounted pool passes.  Gaylord stated that the committee could recommend the scholarship program to the City Council to consider.

JOHN HUISMAN MADE THE MOTION, BRENDA SMITH SECOND TO RECOMMEND COUNCIL CONSIDERATION OF A SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR USE OF THE SWIMMING POOL FOR FAMILIES IN THE BLUE EARTH AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT HAVE A FINANCIAL NEED.  THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.    

6.
Adjourn

             Chair Gaylord adjourned the meeting at 5:07 p.m.
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