Minutes of EDA Board Meeting

Friday, February 12, 2010, 7:00 a.m.

1. President Malecha called the meeting to order at 7:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers of 

City Hall.

Members present:  Peter Malecha, Bill Eckles, Kara Drake, Bill Rosenau, Dick Maher and Rob Hammond. 
Staff present:  Kathy Bailey, City Administrator.
Ex official present:  Shelly Greimann.

Ex official absent:  Curt LaMaack.
Also present:  Doug Uhrhammer, Go Minnesota; Linsey Warmka, Go Minnesota.

MAHER MADE THE MOTION, ECKLES SECOND TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 22, 2010 REGULAR BOARD MEETING.  THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

2. ECKLES MADE THE MOTION, MAHER SECOND TO APPROVE THE REGULAR 

BILLS AS PRESENTED IN THE EDA PACKET.  THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
3. Correspondence, Budget Update and Staff Updates.
A. Correspondence. 

      There was no correspondence.
B. Loan and Lease Update.

Information was provided on the status of EDA loans and leases.  Bailey reported everything to be in order.   
C.        Budget Update.

N/A
D.
Chamber of Commerce update, Shelly Greimann.


Shelly Greimann was not present to provide an update on the Chamber of Commerce. 
             E.           Administrator’s update.

City Administrator Kathy Bailey reported that Singletary Food Solutions, which will process meat and poultry products for food corporations, is expected to begin operations in March.  The plant is expected to employ a dozen or so people initially, with an increase of up to 200 or more workers in three to five years.

Bailey discussed that the Small Business Development Grant administrated through Pettipiece and Associates has three possible businesses looking into the fund.  One has bids opening today.  If there is money left over, the city will advertise to other businesses.

F.
Go Minnesota update.
Go Minnesota Executive Director Doug Uhrhammer submitted the Go Minnesota Administrative Report.  Uhrhammer shared that the Faribault County EDA opted not to participate in the ‘Gunther Grant’ due to time constraints.  Malecha inquired on the requirements of the grant as to whether or not the Blue Earth EDA could have participated in the grant.  Uhrhammer said the grant was meant for Blue Earth, Martin and Faribault County EDA’s only.
Uhrhammer discussed the Green Energy Concepts was a startup company who wanted to located in the City of Winnebago, but believes the group located in South Dakota due to financing and available building assets located in the city.  The company manufactured a variety of products such as ultra solar street lighting.

Uhrhammer met with Kurt Able of United Builders for information on the church development to take place on the Manske property located north of Hwy 90 in Blue Earth.  Uhrhammer offered to construct a new concept design for the property and get updated engineering estimates.

A startup industry located in Glencoe may consider a location in Faribault County according to Uhrhammer, who will update the board on any further progress on that venture.

4.
Old Business.
A.
Board moved to enter into closed session.  
  
5.
New Business.

A.
Housing Task Force Update
This task force concerns the excess of $1,000,000 which the city received for housing.  The interest that has been earned can possibly be used for Economic Development purposes.  The amount of interest that has been earned by the fund is currently being identified by city staff.
The task force suggests using the money for three different uses including using some for renovation, implementing a buyout program to purchase, demolish and develop sites, and identifying a property for a new subdivision as a trial with approximately 6-10 lots.  A meeting will be set up with the local realtors, bankers, and housing contractors in the area, which will be hosted by the City of Blue Earth to discuss an approach.  The decision needs to be discussed who will administrate this project.
6.
Other Business.
There was no other business to discuss.
7.
The next EDA Board meeting is scheduled for 7:00 a.m. on Friday, March 12, 2010.

8.       
President Malecha adjourned the meeting at 8:32 a.m.
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