MINUTES OF THE AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMISSION

Tuesday, September 25, 2009, 4:10 p.m.
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Aukes at 4:10 p.m. at the Terminal Building of Blue Earth Municipal Airport.

2. Roll Call.

Members present:  Chair Allen Aukes, Roger Nimz, Everett Wessels, Scott Kramer, Bill Eckles, Tony Zierke, Glenn Gaylord
Members absent: Ellwood Bentley 
Staff Present:  City Administrator Bailey, City Engineer Bill Sayre, Tim Steier.  Also present was Ron Roetzel consultant for Bolton & Menk


It was determined that there was a quorum.

3. Review of minutes.

Minutes from June 9, 2009 Motion to approve minutes by Gaylord and Second by Wessels.  Motion Approved
4. Old Business.

1.   Airport Land Lease – Bailey reported that the farm rental lease ends in December of 2009.  Bailey shared maps prepared by Bolton & Menk on the current farmable acres, a map of the acres farmable under construction and a map of the future acres available.  Farmers have been inquiring as to when the bids will be let.  At this time the hold-up the land negotiations.  Motion by Gaylord to let the farm bids on a “more or less” acres basis (126.69 – 163.49 acres dependent on construction), Second by Zierke.  Motion approved.
2.   Property Acquisition – Ron Roetzel updated the commission members that the negotiations had reached a stand still.  Mr. Krieger was not answering letters and calls.  Mr. Wilson had made a trip down to meet with Mr. Krieger, only to be told he wasn’t home when he went to Mr. Krieger’s home.


The Kark’s had requested time to obtain their own appraisal.  That was supposed to be complete Sept. 15, 2009.  The schedule from that point was to send the appraisal to an attorney for review, meet with the attorney, hold a family meeting and then meet back with Mr. Wilson to negotiate.


Discussion from members was that we had wasted a whole summer in this process, that contractor’s bids are coming in low now and that if we keep on at this pace we will lose funding.


Motion by Gaylord to recommend to the City Council to initiate proceedings for implementing the powers of eminent domain, Second by Zierke.  Motion amended by Gaylord to include recommendation to have Council move forward with the construction bids.  Motion approved.  
3.   Operations Update – Ron Roetzel presented a September 2009 operations update.  Attached.

4.  Funding Update – Part of same document and funding for smaller CIP items approved by Council4.  Concern was expressed by several members that the funding in the future will change with the discussion of changing the dedicated FAA funds.  These funds are obtained by a tax on airline tickets and the question is not so much that they will remove the tax, but that the distribution will be to the larger airports and the small airports will not be able to compete for expansion money.
5.   Alternate Runway Options – Part of same document.  Again discussion on the 95% funding now for projects and that this is the time to move forward with the runway expansion as planned and to not consider a new length.  Motion by Eckles to construct a 4,600 foot runway as engineered, Second by Zierke.  Motion carried.
5. New Business.

None  

6. Other business.

1.   The next Council Meeting will be Oct. 5, 2009 at 5:00 pm.  Members of the commission are encouraged to be present.
7.
Chairman Aukes adjourned the meeting.

