MINUTES OF THE AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMISSION

June 9, 2009, 4:10 p.m.

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Aukes at 4:10 p.m. at the Terminal Building of Blue Earth Municipal Airport.

2. Roll Call.

Members present:  Chair Allen Aukes, Roger Nimz, Everett Wessels, Scott Kramer, Tony Zierke

Staff - Tim & Barb Steier, Bill Sayre, Ron Roetzel and Kathy Bailey
Members absent: Elwood Bentley, Bill Eckles and Glenn Gaylord 

3. Review of minutes.

Motion to approve the minutes from the April 13, 2009 by Wessels and Second by Nimz. 
4. Old Business.

Review of CIP Grant Status – The mower purchased in 2008 is now eligible for 50/50 funding.  This will reimburse the City for costs expended in 2008.

The Card Fuel System and Generator will also be funded in 2009 with 2010 Mn/DOT funds due to the July start of the 2010 funding cycle.

The design for the airport improvements will be funded at a 95/5% split with the grant covering 95% of the costs.
5. New Business.

Property Acquisition – Dan Wilson has been working with the appraisals for the property needed to expand the runway.  Both property owners have been contacted with offers.  It is anticipated that the Council will need to hold a Special meeting June 22 to address the offers.  June 22 special meeting is necessary to meet the July first grant funding cycle for 2010.

Concrete Alternative – Randy Schreiner had written a letter that was sent to Council members wanting the City to consider a concrete alternative for the runway construction.  Ron Roetzel ran the question of a concrete alternate plan by the FAA representatives.  Their response was that the FAA would not fund a concrete alternative.  Concrete has a higher initial cost and a high cost of maintenance, but the life cycle is longer so that over the long run it would be less expensive.  Even though the FAA agrees with the concrete associations statements there just isn’t the funding available to be considered.

Future funding of CIP plan – In the future the 95/5% split may change.  Federal Funding and priorities are changing.  In the future the split for airport funding may be less.  The airport commission feels that this project needs to move forward now and not be delayed to future years when funding might not be available.  Most members remember times when funding was delayed of pulled in the years projects were planned.  It was felt important that the City grabs this opportunity for funding. 

6. Other business.

Next Council Meeting – At the Special Council Meeting on June 22, 2009 it is important for all members to be present.  
7.
Chairman Aukes adjourned the meeting at 5:58 p.m.

