Minutes 
Airport Commission 

Monday, December 14, 2009

City Hall, Council Room
Call to order 
Chair Allen Aukes called the meeting to order at 4:15 P.M.

Roll Call: 
Allen Aukes, Ellwood Bentley, Everett Wessels arrived at 4:25 PM., Scott Kramer arrived at 4:16 

P.M., Bill Eckles, Tony Zierke and Glenn Gaylord.  Staff: Ron Roetzel, Kathy Bailey, Tim and

Barb Steier, Bill Sayre arrived at 4:17 P.M., City Attorney David Frundt arrived at 4:16 P.M.,

Commissioner Roger Nimz was absent.
Minutes 

Motion by Bill Eckles, second by Glenn Gaylord approving the minutes of the Airport Commission Meeting of September 25, 2009.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Public present:

Les Wiborg, Rodney Anderson, Allen Krieger, 

Old Business:
Airport land Lease  
City Administrator Kathy Bailey reported that 3 bids were received and were based on two tracts of land for a total of approximately 120 acres between the two tracts.  The contract is for a 1 year term. 
Les Wiborg questioned what the amount bid was and who bid.  Kathy noted that the following bids were received:

Steve Smith/James D. Meyer

$211.68 per acre

Shawn Hassing 



$167.50 per acre

David Anderson 



$175.00 per acre

Kathy reported that Council approved the airport land lease bid of Steve Smith and James Meyers in the amount of $211.68 per acre.  Ron Roetzel discussed the flagged parcel land and noted that area will be defined in early spring.    
Discussion included the proposed airport expansion and field approach access to the airport land during reconstruction.  Kathy reported that she will discuss the Engineer about the field approach concerns.  

2009 CIP Items:
City Engineer Bill Sayre explained that the repair of the T-Hangar was completed and the standby generator.  Bill reported that they are working with Electric Service to complete the credit card fuel system.  
Project schedule

Kathy reported that there were approximately 30 present at the Airport Preconstruction meeting held on Thursday, December 10th.  Kathy noted that there are approximately 44 plan holders.  Kathy reported that the bid opening will be on Thursday, December 17th.
Ron Roetzel referenced the airport bids one more time and noted that there are over 50 plan holders so they anticipate very respectable bids.  Ron added that the bids are contingent to the funding.  Allen Aukes questioned how long it will be before we know of funding availability notification.  Ron reported that we will know more once the House and Senate meet and address the transportation bill.  This will allow the FAA to proceed once the transportation bill is passed.  The funds will be from the first entitlement and the award and contract could be on hold until July.  

Property Acquisition 

City Attorney David Frundt reported that they should have confirmation from the Kark property this week.  
Kathy reported that we have had authority to move forward with Krieger land acquisition.  Kathy noted that Monday, December 21st the Council will meet in Regular Session to consider the Contracts for the Airport Bids.  
Airport Zoning
Kathy reported that information has been sent to each respective township official with regard to the Airport Zoning Board.  Kathy reported that it could take up to a year to get the zoning board in place.  Kathy noted that February 2010 will be the first meeting or early March then 60 days to choose representatives for the zoning board.  Kathy reported that there would be an informational meeting to explain the airport zone information and to explain what the zoning board duties will include.  Kathy explained that each township is allowed 2 representatives on the Board or they may choose not to have any representatives on the Board or a not to participate option.  Kathy added that the members can not be elected officials; they can only be people at large.  Kathy responded in answer to Barb Steier that she had not heard the term for the Board.  
Tony Zierke questioned what type of issues will the Airport Zoning Board address.  Ron Roetzel reported that the FAA monitors air space which is approximately a 3 mile radius.  This Board would review and decide any hazard to aviation within this air space.  Tim Steier noted that this zoning area is very important for example when grain bins are constructed.    

80th Street

Kathy reported that the townships will be meeting this week to discuss 80th Street closure with regard to the Airport zone.  Kathy reported that the vacation of 80th Street could be a lengthy process.  Kathy noted that a petition from property owners is required for the process to begin.  However, annexation could be done and leave 80th Street as a minimum maintenance road.  This would require an agreement with the township for land not of tax base such as the airport land.  Kathy continued explaining access to the Kark property would be on the south east corner and the west end of the parcel.  Kathy noted that there has been no authority to compensate the townships for changes to 385th Street.  
New Business: 
2010 Hanger Rent
Kathy Bailey addressed the 2010 hangar rent proposed increase.  Kathy reported that last year reflected a $5.00 per month increase.  Kathy explained that with the construction project there could be some difficulties imposed on the renters when accessing the hangars.  Kathy recommended leaving the rent the same as last year.  
Les Wiborg questioned what the hangar rent was and how many hangars are available for rent.  Kathy responded that there are 26 hangars that included 6 twin hangars.  The rent varies between $65.00 and $75.00 per month per hangar depending on the size and location of the hangar.  

Glenn Gaylord recommended holding the price for the hangars during the construction period.  Barb Steier reported that we need to keep the rent comparable with other airports.  Les Wiborg questioned if the hangars are all being rented at this time.  Tim Steier noted that they are full and there is a waiting list.  
Motion by Glenn Gaylord, second by Tony Zierke to leave the hangar rent the same as 2009.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Krieger Drainage Issue
At this time the Krieger drainage issue was addressed.  Kathy explained that some of the drainage concern is on the Kark parcel and drains across 80th Street.  Kathy noted that the plan is to tie the tile across 385th to the Krieger’s open box culvert.  Kathy reported that the Krieger had issues with the old clay tile breaking down.  Kathy reported that there had been an agreement with Krieger to maintain and repair all drain tiles to keep the tile flowing free.  Kathy noted that she will have the contractor examine the condition of the tile.  Glenn reported that the intake blows water out of the ground.  Kathy discussed the redesigning the holding pond during construction and a possible 3rd holding pond that would allow more time to release the water.  Rod Anderson said that the pond needs to be bigger.  Krieger noted that in 1976 they installed the outlet and the old tile has been 50 years ago.  Glenn agreed that it is time to replace.  Bill Sayre noted that the replacement is in the CIP project list.  Kathy noted that the outlet has been a part of the discussion all through the planning.  

Motion by Glenn Gaylord, second by Ellwood Bentley to look at the drainage issue across the Krieger Property.  The motion passed unanimously.      
Other: 

Kathy Bailey reported that she had received a call from Jesse Carriger from FAA that a couple of Councilmembers and Rodney Anderson had discussed and questioned the Blue Earth airport expansion project and the need for the extended runway.  The group requested detailed information and what the future requirement is needed to construct an extended runway.  Kathy reported that there will be a letter coming detailing the above discussed issue.  
Rodney Anderson questioned the number of flights recorded in the survey and said that back in 2007 the estimates are so far out of line.  Ron Roetzel responded that the estimates are basted on a point in time.  Tim Steier reminded those present of the 5 year master plan and the fact that a 44 hundred foot runway was talked about then and now.  Tim discussed remembering the meeting and the future planning for Blue Earth.  Tim reminded those present this is our last chance to add to the runway and gave credit to our Forefathers in that they sought a future for us when they planned airport for our community.  Tim also reminded those present that Sandy DePotty said this is it, take your best shot because there will be no more changes.  Rodney Anderson interrupted and said why build something you do not need.  Several present remarked that the length becomes a safety feature for the pilots.  The runway now gives no margin of error when landing.   Rodney again interrupted and said he did not understand why build when Fairmont has an ample runway.  Kathy reported that she had attended a meeting in Mankato that presented information and changes in the Federal Airline fees that are being lobbied to send the funds to the larger and bigger airports and no longer give the funding for projects such as ours in the very near future.  This will greatly affect rural airports and we could find ourselves in the middle of Federal lobby effort to get any funding.  

Tim Steier gave recognition to Glenn Gaylord who made several trips to the airport to learn and understand about airport operations and took extra effort to understand.     
Kathy reminded those present that at the public airport meeting held at the Public Safety Center when Bill Eckles explained that airplanes are changing for the future to jet planes giving need for the longer runway.  Allen Aukes saw the airport as infrastructure.  Rodney Anderson again interrupted and questioned the closing of 80th Street when there is a need for economic well being.  Kathy responded to Rod that there will be access to his land.  Rod countered by saying “What taking silage across a field.”  Rod argued that loss is time and operation cost to his business should be a factor with the closing of 80th Street.  Ellwood Bentley mentioned to Mr. Anderson a number of operation changes that could save on Mr. Anderson’s time and added that one thing we can count on in life and that is “Change”.  Everything will change and we need to learn to adjust with those changes.  

Bill Eckles spoke up that it is a big issue, that the FAA will look back and possibly cancel the project.  Bill added that the longer runway will encourage and bring people to our airport.  Glenn Gaylord spoke that having the federal funds in rural America is a step in the right direction for the whole community.  Allen Aukes spoke up and said that to look down the road 20 years, when people have businesses that can come in and out of our airport, saving time and money, having good access to rural America.  Les Wiborg questioned who wants to come from the city to rural America. That is not comparing apples to apples.  

Adjourn:
Time being 5:30 P.M. Allen Aukes made a motion to adjourn and Glenn Gaylord seconded the motion.  
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