City of Blue Earth

Parks and Recreation Subcommittee
Pool and Park Partners Minutes
Wednesday, July 2, 2008 @ 4:30 p.m.

Council Chambers at City Hall
1.
Call to Order.


Chair Gaylord called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m.

2.
Roll Call:

Present:  Glenn Gaylord, (Chair), John Huisman, Les Wiborg, Les Pearson, Gail Pearson, Dave Kittleson, Brenda Smith, Troy Timmerman, David Frundt and Rob Hammond.
Absent:  Dan Brod, Sue Erdahl, Tobi Squiers and Pool Director Michelle Hall.

Also present:  Joli Heinitz, Daryl Murray and Eugene Stallkamp.
3.
Minutes approval.


Chair Gaylord reviewed the minutes from the April 29, 2008 Parks and 


Recreation Subcommittee meeting.  Gaylord thanked Les Pearson for his help

       
with trimming the trees at the Steinberg Park.


Troy Timmerman made the motion, Les Pearson second to
 
approve the minutes of the Thursday, April 29, 2008 Parks
 
and Recreation Subcommittee meeting.  The motion was
 
approved unanimously. 
4.
New Business.


A.  Pool Pass Program for Blue Earth children unable to afford a pass.
             
At this time Mayor Hammond addressed the request from Joli Heinitz for a

 
pool pass program for children unable to afford a pass.  Hammond discussed


the possibility of setting a program up through a charitable entity such as


the Pool & Park Foundation.  Hammond noted that using the Pool and Park


Foundation would be better than doing it through the city since the city  

 
program would need to have a set of standards in place for determining
 
eligibility and it would require a person to monitor the program.

Joli Heinitz shared that the City of Blue Earth is the only town that doesn’t 


have a program in place out of the five cities she contacted.  Heinitz reported


that Fairmont has a foundation that is separate from the City, Winnebago


goes through the City, St. James and Madelia have wrap-around funds

 
available through Watonwan Human Services and Windom raises


funds through the sale of T-shirts and they require that a form is filled out to


determine eligibility.  


Timmerman stated that he would prefer the foundation concept for a pool pass


program.  Hammond noted that if the City adopts a program it would be 


necessary to have standards in place when considering eligibility.  Hammond


shared his concerns of names becoming public if the program is run by the


City.  David Frundt stated that the City may have the ability to sell passes to


the foundation at a reduced rate.  Heinitz noted that the City of St. James and


Madelia offer reduced rates to the County for their program.  Heinitz 


suggested involvement from service groups for financial support of the 


program.  Frundt agreed that the foundation could contact the service groups


for financial support.  Heinitz also recommended offering a rate that could be 
 
paid in installments for the pool passes.  


Frundt informed the committee that if the City is involved in taking the 


applications for the pool pass program it becomes public data with no 


exceptions to the standards.  Gaylord asked for a recommendation from the


committee to present to the City Council.  Hammond suggested that the


foundation meet to discuss the proposed program and to get the numbers


needed to present to the Council.  


TROY TIMMERMAN MADE THE MOTION TO ASK THE CITY 


CITY COUNCIL FOR A REDUCTION IN POOL PASSES FOR BLUE


EARTH CHILDREN UNABLE TO AFFORD A PASS.  The motion died for 

lack of second.


The committee discussed allowing the City Attorney additional time to 


research into how much reduction would be allowed for the proposed 

program.  


DAVID FRUNDT MADE THE MOTION, BRENDA SMITH SECOND TO 


HAVE THE CITY ATTORNEY RESEARCH THE REDUCED POOL


PASS PROGRAM.  THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.


Hammond stated that the funds for the pool pass program should be raised 


separately from the donations designated for the pool project.  David Frundt
 
agreed that the they should be separate.  Hammond recommended that the


Pool and Park Partners meet to discuss the program.       

5.
Old Business.


A.  Putnam Park picnic shelter.


     Hammond reported that the City has recently received requests from citizens 


     asking that the Putnam Park picnic shelter and basketball courts be replaced.
  
     Hammond shared that it has been discussed in the past that both were in the
 
     future plans for the park.


     Brenda Smith stated that she has had contact with Mick Ankeny and he has 


     indicated that he would be willing to design the shelter house and basketball

     courts and bid the project out at no cost to the City.  City Attorney David 

     Frundt shared that the project would not require the usual advertising for
     competitive bids.  There would be more flexibility in the project and 

      receiving two bids would be sufficient.  

      Dan Brod provided information on the funds that are remaining for the pool

      project and shared that there should be enough to replace the shelter and

      basketball court.  Hammond shared that the final figures that were provided

      by Martig showed that less funds are available.  Gaylord requested that

      Brenda Smith ask for firm numbers for the cost of the project from Mick

      Ankeny.  Hammond stated that he would meet with Ankeny to discuss the

      project and he would also do further research on how much funds are
      available.

      John Huisman gave a brief summary of the pool pledges to date and shared an 

      estimate on the total pledges paid and those still outstanding.  

      David Kittleson inquired about the time frame of the fountain and brick

      project.  Hammond informed the committee that the City has been

      working with George Bassett on the proposed location of the fountain

      and are considering moving it closer to the sidewalk entrance to the pool.           

      Glenn Gaylord recommended checking with George Bassett and Public
                   Works Director Dick LaMont on the progress of relocating the fountain.

                   Hammond added that the City is also looking for a less expensive bid on

                   installing the fountain.

                   Gaylord asked for discussion on what to do with the sign from the original pool.

                   Gail Pearson noted that the sign did not seem pertinent to the new pool.  The

                   committee discussed donating it to the local Historical Society.  


      LES PEARSON MADE THE MOTION, LES WIBORG SECOND TO 

                   RECOMMEND DONATING THE PLAQUE FROM THE OLD POOL TO
 
      THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.  THE  MOTION WAS APPROVED
 
      UNANIMOUSLY.

6.
Other Business.


Daryl Murray and Eugene Stallkamp were present to discuss the Green Giant 

Park.  Gaylord gave a brief summary on how it came about that Mr. Murray and

  
Mr. Stallkamp were invited to attend the meeting.  Mr. Murray had spoken to

            Gaylord while at the Steinberg Park and had shared his concern about the 


Fair Board’s lease with the City for the parcel where the Green Giant statue is 

            located. 
Mr. Murray discussed the history of the lease for the land for the statue that dated back to 1982.  Murray stated that the lease was for twenty-five years.  Murray

noted that over the years there have been upkeep and special assessments that have been forgiven by the City in lieu of lease payments to the Fair Board.  Murray shared that a perpetual lease exits with the Fair Board and City that is dated 1999.  Murray reported that he has discussed the need for a lease with former City Administrator Ben Martig and City Attorney David Frundt.  Murray stated that the Fair Board would like to receive either a lease payment from the City or have the land purchased.  Murray stated that Gaylord suggested that he present the issue to the park committee for discussion.

John Huisman questioned the size of the parcel.  Murray shared that the parcel was measured at 50,000 square feet by Mike Enger and appraised at $.79 per square foot due to the lack of a frontage road.  Murray added that the bottom line is that there needs to be discussion on a lease of the parcel and he asked City Attorney David Frundt for his opinion. 

Frundt responded that the reading does not give terms of the lease and the Fair Board has agreed to give the City perpetual use of the parcel.  Frundt noted that the City’s agreement with the Fair Board for the fairgrounds shows that they have the right to use it two weeks a year.  Frundt suggested that it may also be time to clean up the issues related to the buildings on the fairgrounds property and licenses.  Frundt added that the 100 years of cooperation has been great with the Fair Board.

Murray shared that from his conversations with Martig he felt it wasn’t a high priority issue for the City.  Murray stated that he was provided with a list from Dick LaMont on what the City has done in the past for maintaining the fairgrounds.  Hammond agreed that the City upgraded the grandstands and added the new bathroom facility.  
Murray stated that the issue of the parcel is hanging out there and the lease needs to be resolved.  Hammond noted that the discussion regarding the issue should be with the City Administrator and recommended tabling it for the fall when the position will be filled.  Gail Pearson agreed that it sounded like several issues that needed to be worked out but not with the Parks and Recreation Committee.  

Murray shared that an old agreement exists on the building use in the fairgrounds.  Hammond commented that there have been numerous property discussions in the past concerning adding buildings to the fairgrounds.  Murray stated that it made sense to bring it to the parks meeting to get the issue moving forward.  

Glenn Gaylord agreed that the issue should wait for the new city administrator to discuss with the Fair Board.  Hammond shared that he would add it to the list for the new city administrator to address and he would also discuss it with the City Attorney.     

7.
Adjourn

             Chair Gaylord adjourned the meeting at 5:37 p.m.
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