Minutes of EDA Board Meeting

Friday, July 11, 2008, 7:00 a.m.

1. Vice-President Malecha called the meeting to order at 7:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers of 

City Hall.

Members present:  Peter Malecha, Bill Eckles, Wade Barslou, Dick Maher and Rob Hammond.

Member absent:  Denny Zitnak.

Staff present:  Byron Jost, Pettipiece & Associates, LLC.
Ex official absent:  Shelly Greimann and Curt LaMaack. 
MAHER MADE THE MOTION, HAMMOND SECOND TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 13, 2008 REGULAR BOARD MEETING.  THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

2. MAHER MADE THE MOTION, ECKLES SECOND TO APPROVE THE REGULAR 

BILLS AS PRESENTED IN THE EDA PACKET.  THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
3. Correspondence, Budget Update and Staff Updates.
A. Correspondence 

      The article Local Lure from Minnesota Business was included in the packet for the board 

      to read. 
B. Loan and Lease Update.


Information was provided on the status of EDA loans and leases.  It was noted that  

                   payment from a SCDP Commercial Rehab participant has not been received

                   due to their dissatisfaction of the 3% interest rate on the loan.  Byron Jost was directed


to make contact with the borrower to discuss the loan obligation.  Hammond stated


that he would check into the terms of the agreement pertaining to attorney fees.      

C.        Budget Update.

The final audited 2007 expense and revenue report and 2008 EDA revenue accounts and expenditure guideline were provided for the board to review.
D.
Chamber of Commerce update, Shelly Greimann.


Shelly Greimann was not present to provide an update on the Chamber of Commerce.  

             E.           Interim City Administrator’s Update.




Hammond reported that Mr. Bassett has been researching the candidates that will be



interviewed for the City Administrator position.  Hammond shared that the interviews



will be conducted similar to the process used to fill the position of the former EDA
 


Director.  A reception has been planned for Friday, July 18 to allow the City Council, 



EDA and HRA Boards and City Staff to meet the candidates.  The interviews will be

 


held on Saturday, July 19 at City Hall.


F.
Pettipiece & Associates, LLC, Byron Jost report.

      Byron Jost provided a summary of activities and accomplishments undertaken to date.

      Jost discussed the Business Development Infrastructure grant application that he has

      been working on to submit as soon as possible while state funds are available for the 

      program.  Jost shared that he is trying to re-schedule a meeting with the owner of the
      business interested in re-locating into the North Industrial Park to gather information for 

      the application.  Jost stated that he is also waiting for approval of the resolution of  

      support from the City Council and Blue Earth Light and Water.  The Planning 
      Commission and BEISCO have recently approved the resolution at their meeting. 

      Jost reported that he recently met with a local business and provided them with

      information on several loan programs.  Jost discussed a return call he made to another

      business owner regarding assistance available for constructing a new building for

      her existing business.  

      Jost stated that he would be addressing the expansion/relocation concerns with the
      Nelson building tenants in the near future.   
4.
Old Business.

A.
Hammond shared information regarding a phone call that was received from Bob Chapman, 



maintenance person from Kerry.  Hammond stated that it was reported that insulation



on the ceiling and wall is sagging in one area of the Century Building.  Malecha offered



to stop by and check into it after the meeting.   

5.
New Business.


A.
Consideration of Resolution 08-01 for Business Development Grant application, Byron Jost.


Byron Jost of Pettipiece & Associates asked for consideration of Resolution 08-01 



supporting the submittal of a business development public infrastructure grant to



the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development.  Jost


informed the board that he would also need a resolution of support from the City Council,



Planning Commission, BEISCO and Blue Earth Light & Water. 



ECKLES MADE THE MOTION, BARSLOU SECOND TO APPROVE EDA 



RESOLUTION 08-01 SUPPORTING THE CITY OF BLUE EARTH IN THE 



SUBMITTAL OF A BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE

 

GRANT TO THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND ECONOMIC

 

DEVELOPMENT.  THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  

B.
Consideration of recommendation for appointment of vacant Commissioner.


The board reviewed correspondence from Bill Rosenau expressing his interest in serving



on the EDA board.  The position became vacant due to the resignation of board member

 

Lonnie Trasamar.


MAHER MADE THE MOTION, HAMMOND SECOND TO RECOMMEND TO THE

             CITY COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL THE APPOINTMENT OF BILL ROSENAU 

TO SERVE THE REMAINING TERM LEFT VACANT BY LONNIE TRASAMAR ON

THE EDA BOARD.  THE VACANT TERM RUNS THROUGH DECEMBER 2010.

THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

C.
Consideration of 2009 Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation/Minnesota Small Business



Development Centers contribution.



Correspondence was provided from Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation requesting 



consideration for 2009 financial support in the amount of $1,000.  Malecha shared that the



EDA contributed $500 to SMIF in 2008.  



Correspondence was also provided from the Minnesota Small Business Development

Centers asking for a $1,000 contribution from the EDA in 2009.  Malecha noted that the EDA has not provided financial support to SBDC in the last few years. 


 
HAMMOND MADE THE MOTION, ECKLES SECOND TO CONTRIBUTE $500 TO



SOUTHERN MINNESOTA INITIATIVE FOUNDATION IN 2009.  THE MOTION



WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.    

6.
Other Business.
There was no other business to discuss.

7.
The next EDA Board meeting is scheduled for 7:00 a.m. on Friday, August 8, 2008.

8.       
Vice-President Malecha adjourned the meeting at 7:30 a.m.
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