City of Blue Earth

Parks and Recreation Subcommittee Minutes
Thursday, April 29, 2008 @ 5:00 p.m.

Meeting Room at Public Safety Center
1.
Call to Order.


Chair Gaylord called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2.
Roll Call:

Present:  Glenn Gaylord, (Chair), Les Wiborg, Les Pearson, Gail Pearson and City Administrator Ben Martig.
Absent:  Dan Brod, John Huisman, Dave Kittleson and Tobi Squiers.

Also present:  Daniel Schavey, Marjorie Hill, Cindy Lyon, Loren Nelson, Rita Frundt, and David Frundt.

3.
Minutes approval.


The minutes of the Thursday, March 27, 2008 Parks and Recreation
 
Subcommittee meeting were approved.
4.
Old Business.


A.  Steinberg Park Project discussion.
               i. Dedication and Ribbon cutting 5-10-08 at 10:00 a.m.

Discussion of the Steinberg Park Dedication and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

                 
included the radio broadcast and guest speakers, nature tour through the 

                 
woods, use of the limestone trail and asking the public to bring a lawn chair

                  to sit on that morning.  Chair Gaylord shared that he would be offering a
                  nature tour through the woods and would be providing plant identification

 
to those participating in the hike.


Gaylord discussed bench and picnic table placement throughout the park 

                  and indicated on a map where he felt they would be best located.  Gail 

Pearson recommended not placing benches or tables by the cliff area until the railing is installed because of safety concerns.


  ii. Tree trimming.

                  Gaylord stated that additional help would be needed to clear the paths into 

                  the wooded area to help keep them open for hiking.  Gaylord shared that he 


      has been working on tree trimming in the park as time permits.

iii.
May 7th students clean-up.


      Gaylord shared that students from the school will be assisting with the

                  brush clean-up in the park on Wednesday, May 7.  

             iv.
Cliff area rail fencing.


      Gaylord asked for discussion on the rail fencing in the cliff area and


      what could be done within the budget.  

      City Administrator Ben Martig stated that the grant the City received from

                  the DNR requires that everything that was submitted on the application needs
      to be completed.  The benches, picnic tables, signage and river overlook are  

      the remaining projects to be completed.  Martig shared that there may not be

      enough funds remaining for a bathroom facility at this time.  Martig noted 

                  that he is still waiting to hear back from the engineer on the overlook 

                  fencing.  David Frundt suggested that Martig continue to gather information 

      on the type of railing to be installed while waiting for the information from 


      the engineer.  Martig shared that he has received both low end and high end


      costs for the railing.

             v. ATV and motorized vehicle restrictions.


     Gaylord informed the committee that he has noticed ATVs running along 


      the east fence line and cutting through the park.  Gaylord recommended 


      closing the gap to the north to prevent ATVs from entering the park.  Rita

      Frundt suggested it could be accomplished with posts.  Gaylord added 


      that more signs would be helpful also.  Martig stated that the City could


      request self-enforcement with people who already have ATV permits. 

             vi. Wood chip trail covering.


      Gaylord recommended using woodchips as covering for the trail in the 


      wooded area and asked about the possibility of using a wood chipper.


      Martig stated that the Blue Earth Light & Water Department owns a wood


      chipper and the City could look into the possibility of renting it.  Frundt


      suggested the possibility of chipping some of the wood that is being 


      cleared from the park rather than burning it.

            vii. Public gardening area.


      Gaylord asked for discussion about the possibility of having a public 


      gardening area north of the parking lot.  Gaylord shared that areas could


      be sectioned off to allow public use similar to Fairmont’s community 

      gardens.  Cindy Lyon cautioned that a garden cannot be located near the 

 
      bathroom facility in the park due to possible contamination from the leach

      field.  Gail Pearson expressed her concerns of potential vandalism or 


      neglect of the gardens.  Gaylord shared that he has been considering other 


      concepts for use of the park to make sure it’s well used by the public.  

           viii. Steps to low river area near scenic overlook.


      Gaylord shared that there currently isn’t an easy way to get to the low 


      river area near the scenic overlook.  Martig stated that he discussed this


      project with the DNR and was informed that it would be permissible to 


      add the steps to the low river area.  The City would need to offer an


alternative viewing opportunity for those who are not able to use the steps. 
                  The project would require specs and it would be put out for bids.  Martig 
 
shared that Blue Earth Landscape recommended building a structure over the 
 
bank rather than attempting to build the steps into the bank itself.  Gail 


      Pearson suggested waiting to see how the first set of steps work out and then 


consider doing the project at a later time.

             ix. Discuss interest in using area for disc golf.


      Gaylord shared that the park would be a good location for a disc golf 


      course along the trail and asked the committee to consider this use.  

 
Rita Frundt commented that the park provides a very good place for bird

                  watching and photography.

                  Gaylord discussed the washouts on the trail since the last rainfall.  Martig 

                  questioned if erosion prevention was included in the trail area.  Gaylord noted
                  that an area of the park needs to be planted and shared that chunks of

                  concrete should be removed on the right side of the driveway prior to the

                  dedication.
5.
New Business.


A.  Putnam Park picnic shelter.


     Chair Gaylord asked for discussion regarding building a new picnic shelter at 


     Putnam Park.  


     Martig reported that the Pool and Park Partners met recently and discussed 


     that there are no additional funds remaining to build a new shelter.  Martig


     stated that it may be a new project that could be looked at and a cost 


     estimate obtained.  Rita Frundt suggested giving the entrance of Putnam Park
                 an updated look by removing the redwood and using cedar planks similar to 
                 the new pool facility. 
6.
Other Business.


There was no other business to discuss.
7.
Adjourn

             Chair Gaylord adjourned the meeting at 5:50 p.m.
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