City of Blue Earth

Parks and Recreation Subcommittee Minutes
Thursday, March 27, 2008 @ 5:00 p.m.

Meeting Room at Public Safety Center
1.
Call to Order.


Chair Gaylord called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

2.
Roll Call:

Present:  Glenn Gaylord, (Chair), Dan Brod, Les Wiborg, John Huisman, Dave Kittleson, Tobi Squiers, Les Pearson, Gail Pearson and City Administrator Ben Martig.

Also present:  Daniel Schavey, Marjorie Hill, Cindy Lyon, Jerry Amundson, Loren Nelson, Rita Frundt, Brandee Douglas, Deb McDonald and Shelly Greimann.

3.
Minutes approval.


There were no minutes to approve.

4.
Old Business.


1.  Steinberg Nature Park


     City Administrator Ben Martig provided a recap on the completed items at the 


     Steinberg Nature Park which included the following:

· Demolition of the trade station.

· Trail head landscaping BE Landscape.
· Trail.

· Preliminary drinking well.

· Native prairie planting.

· Security lighting.

     Martig noted that there is a 3-year maintenance plan with Feder Prairie Seed 

     Company for the native prairie planting at the park.  Cindy Lyon questioned if 

     a hydrant is available at the park for watering the plantings.  Martig replied
     that a hydrant has not been installed at the park so water will have to be 
     brought in for now.

     Martig addressed the 2008 to-do list for the Steinberg Park and recommended 

     having a work plan in place to coordinate the completion of the projects.

     
a.  River Overlook


     Martig shared that he would be working with American Engineering  


     Testing to gather information on the stability of the bank by the river 

                 overlook area.  Martig stated that a barrier may be required due to the 


     steepness of the bank.  Martig will also get advice from AET on  


     clearing trees from the river overlook area prior to removing trees
                 from the area.  Martig asked for discussion of the scenic river overlook. 

     Gaylord shared his vision of having a terraced walkway that would 

                 allow park users to hike to the bottom of the embankment.  Gaylord 

                 added that benches should be included both at the top and bottom of

                 the bank for a place to sit and enjoy the view.

                 Gail Pearson shared photographs of protective barriers at scenic 

                 overlooks that she has visited in the past.  Pearson shared her concern 

                 of the stability of the bank and the need for a barrier by the river 

                 overlook.


     Rita Frundt stated that she envisions a part stone and railing barrier by

     the river overlook and recommended contacting Vetter Stone out of
 
     Mankato to provide advice on the barrier design.


     Those in attendance agreed that the barrier should be high enough to 

                 meet code requirements but still be attractive and allow visibility of

                 the river overlook.  Martig shared that the barrier project is small 

                 enough that it would not require a bid letting.  The project can move 


     forward by receiving estimates for the work.


     Gaylord questioned Jerry Amundson if Blue Earth Landscape would

                 consider the project of adding terraced steps to the bottom of the bank.

                 Amundson replied that he felt it could be done.


b.  Prairie Maintenance (Feder Prairie Seed Co.)

     The prairie maintenance was not discussed because a representative


     from Feder Prairie Seed Company was not present.


c.  Picnic Table, Park Bench and Garbage Container Installation.

     Martig addressed the purchase of picnic tables, park benches and 

     garbage containers for the park.  Martig recommended products that


     would require the least amount of maintenance and be made out of

                 recycled material.  The picnic tables, park benches and garbage


     containers will be anchored to concrete slabs to make them permanent.


     Martig asked for discussion on bench placement in the park.


     Rita Frundt suggested having a park bench close to the parking area


     to provide people a place to sit prior to walking the trail.  Gaylord 

                 recommended having benches in areas around the walking trail and

     Dave Kittleson added that shaded areas would be good locations.

d.  Bird house installation.
     Martig briefly discussed hanging the blue bird and wood duck houses.

     Gaylord shared that the blue bird houses would be hung on the sign


     posts at the park over the weekend.  
e.  Wood duck house installation.

     Gaylord stated that the wood duck houses would be hung in the trees in
     the upcoming weeks.

f.   Unwanted trees, brush and weed removal.

     Martig asked for discussion on the removal of unwanted weeds, brush
     and trees from the park.

                 Gaylord noted the need to remove the buckthorn from areas in the park.

                 Brandee Douglas from the Faribault County Soil & Water 


     Conversation volunteered to contact other counties to get information 

                 on their buckthorn removal plan.  
                 Martig recommended compiling a list of volunteer groups that might

                 assist in the clean up of the park.  Dave Kittleson suggested contacting


     the school to set up a spring service project for the students.

g.  Signage (Blue Earth Valley Sign & Graphics)

     Loren Nelson from Blue Valley Sign & Graphics was present to 

                 provide information on the signage in the Steinberg Nature Park.


     Nelson recommended an entrance sign made out of stone that would


     “grow” out of the ground from 18 inches high to approximately 6 feet

                 high.  The top of the stone entrance sign would have an area for
 
     plantings.  Nelson shared that the sign would be maintenance free and
 
     the stone would be a good fit with the theme of the park.

     Nelson discussed options for the main interpretive sign and trail signs.

                 Nelson recommended signs that would be graffiti resistant and easily

                 maintained.  


     Martig addressed the Vera Steinberg memorial sign and asked for 


     direction from Gail Pearson, Dan Schavey, Marjorie Hill and Cindy


     Lyon on what should be included on the plaque.  Nelson added that 

     there are many options available for the sign dedicated to Vera 

                 Steinberg but it should look permanent.  Nelson suggested staying


     with the theme of using stone for this sign.


     Rita Frundt shared that she learned from the recent Watchable Wildlife


     Workshop that everything in a park should be handicapped accessible.


     Nelson agreed and stated that the signs could include Braille.  Martig


     noted that the park will follow and comply with all ADA regulations.


     Gaylord stated that he liked the stone idea throughout the park and


     would recommend that it is kept all the same for a solid feel.  


     Nelson asked how many tree/plant identification signs would be needed 


     and how much information will be included on the sign.  Lyon replied 

                 that including history of the vegetation on the sign is important.  


     Nelson responded that the amount of information included would

 
     determine the size of the sign.  

h.   Master Gardener Landscaping Project.

     Martig asked Master Gardener Cindy Lyon for a timeframe for the


     landscaping project in the park.  Lyon stated that she would be 


     working on transplanting Vera Steinberg’s garden sometime in late


     April and into May.  Lyon shared that the garden would be planted in


     the area where Blue Earth Landscape installed a rock border near the 

     entrance to the trail.

i.  Trail repair/ drainage repair if necessary.

     Martig stated that some of the park projects have come in under


     budget and he will be working with Gaylord on the remaining budget.


     Martig shared that the park pavilion, drain field/septic system and

                 bituminous trail upgrade would be for future consideration due to 
                 lack of funding.

j.  Other projects scheduled and open discussion.

     Dan Schavey shared that an additional $85,000 will be given for the 

     the park project from the Vera Steinberg Estate.  Schavey inquired 


     about a dedication for the park and asked if it could be worked into


     the end of April or first week of May.  Schavey shared that a relative


     of Vera’s would be in Blue Earth during that time and it would be

meaningful to her to have the dedication of the park when she could
attend it.   


     Gaylord agreed and stated that the public needs to be educated that 


     the park is now open for use.  Deb McDonald suggested coordinating


     Gaylord’s spring walk at the same time of the dedication to allow the

 
     public to view the wild flowers.


     Martig stated that the bathroom facilities at the Steinberg Park are the


     top priority at this time.  Martig shared that he may need to consider


     applying for another grant to fund the cost of the park pavilion.


     Martig discussed the need for a parking lot curb and gutter to 


     discourage possible vandalism to the trail.  Nelson suggested using


     a stone barrier to encourage walking onto the trail.  


     Deb McDonald inquired about the possibility of having a fire pit at


     the park.  Gaylord suggested having a ground grill in the park and a fire

                 ring in the remote camping area.


     Gaylord recommended adding wood chips for a walking trail inside the


     woods and having future discussions regarding the river access.                    

5.
New Business.


There was no new business to discuss.
6.
Other Business.


There was no other business to discuss.
7.
Adjourn

             Chair Gaylord adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m.
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