Minutes of EDA Board Meeting

Friday, October 10, 2008, 7:00 a.m.

1. President Zitnak called the meeting to order at 7:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers of 

City Hall.

Members present:  Denny Zitnak, Peter Malecha, Wade Barslou, Dick Maher, Bill Rosenau and Rob Hammond.

Member absent:  Bill Eckles.

Staff present:  Kathy Bailey, City Administrator.
Ex official absent:  Shelly Greimann and Curt LaMaack.
Also present:  David Piggott, FCRDC Director.

HAMMOND MADE THE MOTION, MALECHA SECOND TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 12, 2008 REGULAR BOARD MEETING.  THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

2. MALECHA MADE THE MOTION, BARSLOU SECOND TO APPROVE THE REGULAR 

BILLS AS PRESENTED IN THE EDA PACKET.  THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
3. Correspondence, Budget Update and Staff Updates.
A. Correspondence. 

      There was no correspondence.
B. Loan and Lease Update.


Information was provided on the status of EDA loans and leases.  
C.        Budget Update.

The 2008 EDA revenue accounts and expenditure guideline were provided for the board to review.
D.
Chamber of Commerce update, Shelly Greimann.


Shelly Greimann was not present to provide an update on the Chamber of Commerce.  


Information was shared by City Administrator Kathy Bailey regarding the Chamber’s 


new visitor’s guide that is being printed and will be distributed in the near future.  The 


Chamber is also working on a planter and banner fundraiser.  

             E.           Administrator’s Update.




City Administrator Kathy Bailey reported that she had recently visited with Paul 




Johnson of Express Diagnostics, Int’l.  Mr. Johnson indicated that within the next 1 -1 ½ 




years their business will need additional space.  Bailey stated that she will be scheduling 




a meeting with both EDI and Strukturoc to discuss their future building needs.  Zitnak




recommended involving David Piggott in this discussion also.




Bailey informed the board that the Business Development Infrastructure grants were
 


recently awarded by the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic
 


Development (DEED) and Blue Earth was not included in the awards.
4.
Old Business.

There was no old business to discuss.
5.
New Business.


A.
Discussion of Faribault County Regional Development Corporation and meet Director David 


Piggott.



President Zitnak introduced Faribault County Regional Development Corporation Director

 

David Piggott and extended a welcome to him from the Blue Earth EDA Board.



Mr. Piggott provided background information on his economic development experience and



shared that his strengths include administration and marketing.  Mr. Piggott discussed that



the regional concept of economic development is not utilized as much in Minnesota as it is



in the other forty-nine states.



Mr. Piggott shared that he has met with the Cities of Winnebago and Wells and the County
 

EDA.  A copy of the Faribault County Regional Development Corporation Contract for
 

Services was provided for the board to review.  Mr. Piggott noted that he would provide a
 

corrected copy of the contract to the board after a few minor changes have been made to the
 

wording.  The contract will be presented to the Blue Earth City Council after the EDA’s
 

approval and it will go into effect on January 1, 2009.  Mr. Piggott stated that the FCRDC
 

Board will initially meet every other Monday.


Mr. Piggott is presently working on a more streamline name and logo for the entity in 



addition to locating office space.  Mr. Piggott has been offered office space in the Cities of 



Winnebago and Wells and he is planning to spend a portion of his time each week at those


locations.



Malecha requested that Zitnak and Hammond review the contract with Mr. Piggott and



then provide a copy to the EDA Board for review prior to the November meeting.  Mr.



Piggott was encouraged to contact the board if he needed assistance with anything.  

6.
Other Business.
Hammond informed the board that Commissioner Dan McElroy from DEED would be in Blue Earth on Friday, October 17 to tour Kerry as a one year follow up to their warehouse fire. 

7.
The next EDA Board meeting is scheduled for 7:00 a.m. on Friday, November 14, 2008.

8.       
President Zitnak adjourned the meeting at 7:30 a.m.
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